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In essentials, unity.
In non-essentials, liberty.
In all things, charity.

Please join us for our annual
Thanksgiving Dinner on Sunday,
th
November 18 after worship. Please
come and share in our fellowship.
There is always room for you at the
table! Please see the sign-up sheet in
Jones Hall.

Notes from the Lion’s Den

Giving Thanks
Everything is a gift. The degree to which we are awake to this truth is a measure of our gratefulness, and
gratefulness is a measure of our aliveness.
—David Steindl-Rast
Gratitude is not about stuff. Gratitude is the emotional response to the surprise of our very existence, to
sensing that inner light and realizing the astonishing sacred, social, and scientific events that brought each
one of us into being. We cry out like the psalmist, “I am fearfully and wonderfully made! (Ps. 139:14).”
― Diana Butler Bass
I love how our elders take a moment each Sunday before passing the offering plates to tell us something
about the church for which they are thankful. Giving thanks on a regular basis, living into a mode of
gratefulness is foundational for Christian spirituality. As we annually celebrate Thanksgiving Sunday
(November 18) with a turkey dinner with all the trimmings we will take a special offering during the meal to
give thanks for The Christian Church (Disciples of Christ).
Recently, at Shirley Salas’ Memorial Service I heard one of her friends during a remembrance tell us how
discovering the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) in Visalia was a life-changing and life-giving experience
for him. He was raised in a church that really piled the guilt and shame on him and by finding the DOC
church he was able to assuage those feelings and to live fully and abundantly.
We are Disciples of Christ, a movement for wholeness in a fragmented world. As part of the one body of
Christ, we welcome all to the Lord’s table as God has welcomed us.
Each Sunday, a portion of our collected tithes and offerings are sent to Indianapolis’ Disciples Center to help
with the work we do as a denomination – among many other things, operating institutions of higher learning,
practicing benevolence through the National Benevolent Association, offering emergency help worldwide
through Week of Compassion, training seminarians and assisting individual congregations financially and
spiritually.
In our design as a denomination, there are no requirements for individual congregations to contribute to the
greater work of the church, but it is so wonderful that each church finds ways to support the larger church.
I hope you will be able to join us for a great fellowship dinner on November 18 and I hope you can be part of
the special offering that will be collected at the dinner.
You can always learn more about our denomination at www.disciples.org.
See you in church,
dp

Serving Our Church
Worship Leaders
4- Kimberly Brown, 11- Ken Rockefeller, 18- Deborah Streeter, 25- Steve Brydon

Serving Elders
Thanksgiving
4- Heidi Toy
11- Nancy Bingaman
18- Lori Robinson
25- TBA

Communion
Joy Brittain
Carole Bestor
Kimberly Brown
Heidi Toy

Elder of the Month:
Kimberly Brown
Deacon of the Month
Patricia Hoffman
Flowers

Fellowship

4- Lori Robinson
11- Open
18- Scott & Janet Billets
25- Open

Pastor Dan
Exec Board
Thanksgiving Dinner
Mike & Pinkie

Happy October Birthdays
2-Frances Weesner, 5- Gayle Allbee, 6- Barbara Bigelow, 9- Kathleen Kennedy, 10- Ethan
McCluskey, 10- Conrad Newberry, 10- Ken Rockefeller, 13- Anita Flanigan, 13- Sarah
Ragent, 18- Sean Dremel

Anniversaries

1- Craig & Barbara Bigelow, 11- Reuben & Magali Negron, 12- Floyd & Elaine Viau, 14Michael & Jen Garnett, 26- Patrick & Anita Flanigan

November 2018
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday
1

Friday
2

Lunch Bunch @
Toasties @
noon

Saturday
3

Chalice Closet
1-4pm

Trustees Mtg @
6 PM

4
Meditation with
the Pastor
9:45 AM

5

6
Clergy Lectionary
at 10AM

Worship
11 AM
All Saints
Sunday

11

Girl Scouts
5:30-7

8

9

10

Stewardship
Committee 5 PM

Blue
Theology
Task Force
10AM –
Noon.

Chalice Closet
1-4pm

Choir Rehearsal
7-8:30

12

Meditation with
the Pastor
9:45 AM

13
Clergy Lectionary
10AM

Worship
11 AM
Congregational
Meeting
18

7

19

15

Girl Scouts
5:30-7

Finance/
Executive
Committee Mtg
6PM

Elders meeting at
the Beach House
5:00

20

21

Clergy Lectionary
10AM

Meditation
9:45 AM
Worship
11 AM

14

Chalice
Closet 14PM

CWF @ 10:30
AM

16

17

Chalice
Closet 1-4
PM

Chalice Closet
1-4pm

Choir Rehearsal
7-8:30

Girl Scouts
5:30-7

22

Thanksgiving
Day

23

24

Chalice
Closet 1-4
PM

Chalice
Closet 1-4 PM

Choir Rehearsal
7-8:30

Thanksgiving
Dinner

25

26

27

28

Meditation with
the Pastor
9:45 AM

Clergy Lectionary
10AM

Girl Scouts
5:30-7

Worship
11 AM

Adminstrative
Board Meeting
6 PM

Choir Rehearsal
7-8:30

29

30
Chalice
Closet 1-4
PM

IHELP Dinner
6 PM

Understanding the Budget for 2019
Steve Brydon, CFO
On Sunday, November 11, we will have our annual congregational meeting to vote on next
year’s officers and the budget for 2019.
The accompanying charts indicate the sources of revenue and expenditures for next year. The
general fund budget does not include designated funds, where donors specify the purpose above
and beyond the regular budget. Examples include the preservation fund, youth, music, and
several others. These do not show up in the annual budget, but are an important part of the
overall picture of the church’s financial health.
You may note that this year’s budget contains a “carryover” amount of $10,000. We were
fortunate in 2017 to have excess funds left in the general fund, which we carried over to 2018 to
balance the budget. In 2018, we did better than expected on revenue, including almost $10,000
more in Blue Theology income than expected. Of course, that is an unpredictable source of
revenue, since the number of groups can vary from year to year. But thanks to that and Pastor
Dan moving to a less expensive health care plan than we had anticipated, we did not need to use
those funds. Thus, we propose carrying over the carryover for the coming year. Of course,
eventually it will run out, but because next year will have extra expenses associated with Jim
Powell coming in as an interim pastor during Dan’s sabbatical, we feel it is wise to use those
funds next year.
Also, you will note Good Old Days is in the budget without an amount. The board is still
working on plans for the future of Good Old Days, and so we thought it best not to rely on those
funds for the coming year.
Please plan on attending the November 11th meeting and join us afterward for refreshments.

Projected Revenue
Other
Carryover 4%
7%
Chalice Closet
4%
Fundraisers
6%

Return on
investments
12%

Tithes and
Offerings
53%

Blue Theology
14%

Projected Expenses
Operating costs
8%

Outreach
1%

Maintenance &
Utilities
15%

Other Personnel
25%

Pastor
compensation &
expenses
47%

Other
(Worship,
Education,
Blue
Theology,
etc.)
4%

Trustees’ Report

Congratulations to our congregation for a job well done in assisting Jean Saltsman with our annual
Rummage Sale. CONGRATULATIONS AND THANK YOU. I am so happy that the mechanical bed sold!!! If
you want to hear a story of heroics then you should ask Marc Bingaman about the twenty‐four stairs and
how the bed made its way to its new home.
The remaining rummage from the sidewalk was hauled off to Goodwill and the sign was taken down until
next year. The sale is only once a year, but preparing for it is a yearlong process of accepting the donations
of rummage, sorting it, cleaning it, and pricing it for the event. Please personally thank Jean Saltsman for
her dedication and hours of hard work. Thank you, Jean,!!!
The rear entryway project for the Parsonage has been completed. There is now an inswing steel door and
an outswing security screen door in place making the Parsonage a little sweeter and a lot safer. The lock
on the door can no longer be opened with a putty knife or anything else that would fit between the door
and the door jam. The front doors to the Sanctuary still need to be replaced and the handrail fixed so it
can be removed and replaced if need be.
The project that is #1 and still pending due to the need of more bids is the Gas line install. The Trustees
will have this project completed before the year ends and the savings will begin on our PG&E bill. Other
projects will follow close behind like designating an area for wheel chairs in the Sanctuary and creating
better accessibility to the Sanctuary for Walkers and Wheel Chairs alike. Pastor Dan Paul has been
assisting the Trustee’s in our wheel chair access project. To obtain the space that we feel would work best
in accommodating our rolling congregation and/or guests, would be where the desk is now. In order for
that to happen we will need to remove the mixing board to our sound system that lives in the desk. Just
like that 1 project is now 2 and it could possibly take completing 3 projects in total in order for the 1st to
find fruition. The mixing board in which we possess is from the dark ages and will need to be replaced
with a newer version that is from this century. We have had two sound technicians come to our church to
assess our system and they both have advised us that changes are needed with our mixing board and both
technicians were adamant about changing the speakers. One of the technicians went as far to say that he
was surprised that the speakers haven’t vibrated loose and fallen down. The speakers would be project #
3. The speakers that we have elevated in the Sanctuary are actually floor speakers and not only do they
pose a threat in causing harm, they take away from the beauty of our Sanctuary. The Trustee’s will be
discussing the sound system project/s in further detail at our next meeting in motion.
Come and join the Trustees on the first Thursday of every month at 6pm and get involved with the Never
Ending and On Going Maintenance of our church campus. You can find us by the sounds of laughter and
the smell of fine food somewhere on the campus, but check Jones Hall first.
Stay Blessed and Stay Safe
Ken Rockefeller
Trustee Chair

CWF Report by Lenora Kennada, CWF Treasurer
On Tuesday, Oct. 2nd, I was listening to KGO Radio. A telethon for World Concern was being
aired. This is an organization that helps to fight world hunger. Ninety-one cents for every
dollar goes directly to the babies and young children who are victims of malnutrition. Their
fragile bodies are unable to digest solid foods. Without nourishment, they will die. There is a
formula that can cure the negative effects of malnutrition in 30 days. The cost is $11.00 for a
30 day supply. As I listened and heard testimonies of the success of the babies and young
children able to eat solid foods after a month of ingesting the formula, my thoughts turned to the
work CWF has done for the Shoebox Ministry. This was under the leadership of Eppie
Hoover. This year we will spend $9 per box for shipping. We have sent 60 boxes each year
and if we did so again this November, the cost would be $540. Our funds for the Shoebox
Ministry is $737. If we donated the entire amount to World Concern, we could help 77 children
and offer them hope from starvation in Somalia, which is the current focus. Hence, this will do
greater good and change lives.
I was unable to contact Kimberly Brown, CWF Secretary until late in the day. She encouraged
me to send the funds even though the Telethon would be concluding provided Sally Newberry,
CWF President agreed. I called KGO Radio pledging our $737. At the time of my call, I
learned that funds were being matched. Our money doubled and so did the number of children
we helped. Within five minutes of making the pledge, I heard our donation announced on live
radio. What a thrill that was to hear.
Two days later on Thurs, Oct. 4th, a few of the CWF women met to dissolve the Shoebox
Ministry. Toothbrushes and toiletries were given to Elaine Harris and Jean Saltsman for
community programs. School supplies were given to Lori Robinson. Toys and miscellaneous
items were given to Jean Saltsman for the upcoming Three in One Sale on Oct. 20th. As we
were sorting items it became very clear that our budget was not going to fill 60 boxes this
year. We were validated that feeding the hungry is the best gift we can give this Christmas to
the world. As we shared this story with others, we heard echoes of how Eppie would be so
thrilled and this feeds our souls.

Feeding the Hungry

Mission Springs Women’s Retreat
Photos by Dani Cumberland

Mission Springs Women’s Retreat

Gratitude for everyone who participated in the Blue Theology Learning/Serving Summer
Season – so many young lives were transformed – and sooooooo many cigarette butts
were removed from our shores before they headed to the Ocean gyres.
Pray for the Blue Theology Mission Station – at the next meeting of the Disciples
Homeland Missions, our Mission Station will be considered for Affiliate status with
them.

CHRISTIAN WOMEN'S FELLOWSHIP
CWF
We will gather on
THURSDAY, November 15, 10:30am
Jones Fellowship Hall
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Church Administration
Moderator – Lori Robinson
Vice Moderator – Dawn Wilson
Board Secretary/Clerk - Nancy Bingaman
Financial Secretary – Perci Paulsell
Chief Financial Officer - Steve Brydon
Chair of Trustees - Ken Rockefeller
Chair of Elders – Joy Brittain
Chair of Deacons – Janet Billets
Church Staff
Pianist/Choir – Heidi Toy
Organist- John Shykun
Church Secretary - Sandi Ellis
Pastor - Dan Paul

