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In essentials, unity.
In non-essentials, liberty.
In all things, charity.

Lent
Lent is a season of forty days, not
counting Sundays, which begins on Ash
Wednesday and ends on Holy Saturday.
Lent comes from the Old English word
lencten word, which means "lengthen”,
referring to the lengthening of days.
The forty days represents the time
Jesus spent in the wilderness,
enduring the temptation of Satan and
preparing to begin his ministry.
Lent is a time of repentance, fasting
and preparation for the coming of
Easter. It is a time of selfexamination and reflection. In the
early church, Lent was a time to
prepare new converts for baptism.
Today, Christians focus on their
relationship with God, often choosing
to give up something or to volunteer
and give of themselves for others.
Sundays in Lent are not counted in the
forty days because each Sunday
represents a "mini-Easter" and the
reverent spirit of Lent is tempered
with joyful anticipation of the
Resurrection.

Notes from the Lion’s Den
I miss my friend Pastor Steve Willis. One of the inspiring things he did the last couple Lents in his life was to
set up a card table on Fremont Street in Las Vegas with a big sign “Ash Wednesday Ashes Here!” and impose
ashes on the foreheads of tourists and locals alike. One person said to him, “Oh yeah, it’s the start of the ashy
days!” I love how he thought of clever ways to bring ministry to a wider community.
I’m thinking about doing something similar here in Pacific Grove, but the Seasonal Planning committee and I
have decided that instead of a Noontime Ash Wednesday service, I will be available to impose ashes at our first
gathering of the Soup and Story group.
No doubt that the return of Soup and Story Wednesdays will be a popular way for us to walk through the
season of Lent together. Each week, we will be treated to a bowl of homemade soup and then get to listen to one
of our members and friends tell us the story of her or his faith journey. Guaranteed to be an inspirational time
each Wednesday at 5:30 PM.
The Sanctuary will be “purpled”, hymns by request will take a rest, we will hear all the readings from the
lectionary in worship – Hebrew Bible, Psalm, Gospel and Epistle readings– reminders that we are in a “High
Holy Season”. Our services remind us that during this season, our tradition invites us to take extra time during
the week for reflection and spiritual discernment just as our Lord prayed and struggled with demons to prepare
himself for the next chapter of his life.
May God saturate us with spirit as we walk through the ashy days of Lent together anticipating glorious next
chapters in our lives.
So grateful to be on this journey with you!
See you in church!
dp

Aquamarine Chalice News:
Field Trip to the Materials Recovery Facility

By Deborah Streeter

Kimberly Brown, our fabulous Coordinator of our Aquamarine Chalice program, organized a field trip for
members of our church on January 29th to the Monterey Regional Waste Management’s new Material’s
Recovery Facility. (AKA the huge new sorting and recycling and recovery center at the dump in Marina.) The
Green/Aquamarine (in our case) Chalice program is about how we can live more lightly on the earth, reduce our
CO2 emissions and hence slow down climate change and be better stewards of creation. Where does our trash
go, and more specifically, what goes where?
Six of us from the Aquamarine Chalice and Blue Theology Task Forces went on the field trip. The next day I
wrote this reflection on the trip, as my weekly Wednesday Blue Theology “Tide-ings” devotional, which you
can read from Bluetheology.com, as well as the sites listed below.
It was a great trip – thanks to Kimberly for organizing it. Also check out www.whatgoeswhere.info
-----

What Goes Where?
Field Trip! Members of our church’s Blue Theology Task Force and Aquamarine Chalice Task Force put on
hard hats today and watched 30 tons an hour of plastic, glass, paper and metal being sorted and bailed at our
Monterey Regional Waste Management “Materials Recovery Facility.” Their mission statement: Turn Waste
into Resources.
Every week I put bottles and plastic and cardboard into my recycling bin, but where does it go? I learned, for
example, that a bottle enters the Materials Recovery Facility and 9 minutes later it is sorted from all the other
recyclable material and all the glass goes off to the Gallo Winery where they will turn all the glass from the
Central Coast tri-counties into new bottles. New wine skins.

The fabulous Kimberley and Angela from our Waste Management’s public education department taught us
what is recyclable and what is not, how to shop more sustainably, where it all goes.
We thought we were the first faith community to be so enlightened. Turns out the local synagogue has already
made their many wonderful food festivals zero waste. A little ecumenical competition?
This summer we plan to bring here the 100 or so youth we will host on service trips about ocean conservation to
learn what goes where. There’s an app for that – whatgoeswhere.info.
There is no such thing as “away.” We can’t throw things away. California law requires 50% of all waste to be
diverted through source reduction, reuse, recycling, and composting.
Anything diverted from the landfill and the beach and the ocean, plastic especially, gives ocean animals a
chance to live and breathe. Godly work.
What is your local waste management facility doing to help the ocean? Call them up and take the tour. Or
come see ours!
www.bluetheology.com – Check out available times this year for your youth group or women’s fellowship or
intergenerational group to spend a day, weekend or week at our Blue Theology Mission Station in Pacific Grove
learning about how God loves the ocean and wants us to love it better, including a spiritual tour of the Monterey
Bay Aquarium. Ocean stewardship and spirituality. I post these Wednesday devotionals here and at
www.bluetheologytideings.blogspot.com
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Birthday Cake
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5- Keith Brown
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23- Geoff Bingaman
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Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

1

2

Chalice Closet
1‐4PM

Chalice Closet 1‐
4pm

31

3

4

Meditation with
the Pastor
9:45 AM

5

6

7

8

9

Clergy Lectionary @
10AM

Soup & Stories @
5;30 PM

Lunch Bunch
Toasties Café @
Noon

Chalice Closet
1‐4 PM

Chalice Closet 1‐
4 PM

15

16

Chalice Closet
1‐4 PM

Chalice Closet 1‐
4 PM

Girl Scout Meeting
@ 5:30 PM

Worship
11 AM
Pancake
Fundraiser for
Youth Camp

Choir
7:00‐ 8:30 PM
12

13

Meditation
9:45 AM

Clergy Lectionary @
10AM

Soup & Stories @
5;30 PM

Worship
11 AM

Finance Meeting @
5:30 PM

Girl Scout Meeting
@ 5:30 PM

10

Trustees Meeting
@ 6 PM

11

14

Choir
7:00‐ 8:30 PM

DAYLIGHT
SAVINGS
19

20

21

22

23

Meditation
9:45 AM

Clergy Lectionary @
10AM

Soup & Stories @
5;30 PM

CWF @ 10:30 am

Chalice Closet
1‐4 PM

Chalice Closet 1‐
4 PM

Worship
11 AM

Administrative
Board Meeting @
6:00 PM

Girl Scout Meeting
@ 5:30 PM

26

27

28

29

30

Clergy Lectionary @
10AM

Soup & Stories @
5;30 PM

17

24
Meditation
9:45 AM
Worship
11 AM

18

25

Choir
7:00‐ 8:30 PM

Girl Scout Meeting
@ 5:30 PM
Choir
7:00‐ 8:30 PM

Hello Church,
You are hereby invited to our Pancake Sunday celebration on March 3. We hope to see you at church and
afterwards in Jones Hall to support this fundraiser for our Youth who wish to attend camp. Cynthia Jewett
will be in the kitchen grilling up her famous recipe while others can assist in the following ways:
Thank you to everyone who plans to contribute.
Lori Robinson
Moderator
CCPG

CWF on Thursday, March 21, 2019 at 10:30 AM.
Lunch at 12 noon, bring a sack lunch. Pastor’s Bible Study at
1:00 PM. All are welcome.
Save the Date – Silent Retreat – April 13, 2019
Our annual Silent Retreat will be on Saturday, April 13,
2019 from 9 am to 4 pm. Participants agree to “fast
from speaking” for the time spent here at the church.
There will be food, crafts, music, reading material and
simple work projects. The Lent Planning Committee has
decided to try having a “real” silent retreat so there
will be no verbal presentations during the day, just
meditative music. The Silent Retreat is a perfect way to
prepare for Holy Week. Please mark your calendar.

On Ash Wednesday, March 6, instead of a Noontime
imposition of ashes, we will meet in the Jones
Hall at 5:30 PM for an informal imposition of
ashes and the first of seven consecutive
Wednesday evening “Soup and Faith Stories”. Eat
some fabulous soup, get to know people of the
Congregation better. Please join us for a simple
meal and hearing others Faith Journey.
Elder Nancy Bingaman is scheduling the soup
makers and story tellers, so if you can help,
please contact her.
Palm Sunday in the Park will still be at Berwick
Park on April 14 at 9 AM followed by hot-crossed
buns and cappuccinos in Jones Hall. Easter Sunday
worship will be at 11 AM on April 21 followed by
a potluck Easter Brunch.

So

let us not grow ENCOURAGED BY THE WORD

We encourage you to contribute one of your favorite biblical passages to our newsletter. We have forms to fill
out at the back of the sanctuary, or you may send an e-mail to Janet Billets.

Jesus answered, “I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to
the Father except through me.”
––John 14:6 NIV
When I was a university student, the professor asked, “What is the truth?” No one wanted to answer. I
remembered John 14:6 and said to the class, “The Bible says that Jesus is the truth.”
––Magali Negron

There is a time for everything, and a season for every activity under the
heavens: 2 a time to be born and a time to die, a time to plant and a time to
uproot, 3 a time to kill and a time to heal, a time to tear down and a time to
build, 4 a time to weep and a time to laugh, a time to mourn and a time to
dance, 5 a time to scatter stones and a time to gather them, a time to
embrace and a time to refrain from embracing, 6 a time to search and a time
to give up, a time to keep and a time to throw away, 7 a time to tear and a
time to mend, a time to be silent and a time to speak, 8 a time to love and a
time to hate, a time for war and a time for peace.
––Ecclesiastes 3:1-8 NIV

These verses are meaningful to me because they helped me put 9/11 into perspective for my third
graders on that fateful morning. Although I didn’t have a Bible in my hand––nor should I in a public
school––I was able to get across the idea of impermanence versus continuity and to acknowledge
that life gives us challenges. Such challenges are to be expected, and we can expect to be rewarded
as well.
––Lori Robinson

Though you have not seen him, you love him; and even though you do not
see him now, you believe in him and are filled with an inexpressible and
glorious joy, for you are receiving the end result of your faith, the salvation
of your souls.
––I Peter 1:8-9 NIV
This passage perfectly describes the joy in our lives because of our faith in and love for Jesus.
––Janet Billets
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