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In essentials, unity.
In non-essentials, liberty.
In all things, charity.

This cool new donate logo ß is a hyperlink
for those of you viewing this in the
electronic version. Super exciting and
super easy. Just click it and you can donate
to the church.

Notes from the Lion’s Den
Notes from the Lion’s Den
Sabbatical
Sweetly echo the Gospel call, Offer pardon and peace to all
Beautiful words, Wonderful words, Wonderful words of life.
--- Phillip P. Bliss
Sabbatical/Renewal Leaves have proven to be a blessing to both congregations and pastoral leadership.
Sabbath is a central biblical concept. The word “Sabbath” means “stop.” As God rested from the work of
creation, God also commands that very creation to stop working and rest.
When a minister takes a Sabbatical/Renewal Leave, the congregation will benefit from the opportunity to
reflect on its mission and ministry, experience different gifts of leadership and perhaps discover their own
unique areas of ministry.
--- Suggested Sabbatical Guidelines by the General Commission on Ministry
Beginning on Monday, September 16 and ending on Saturday, December 14 I will be taking my fourth
sabbatical of my tenure here at the Christian Church of Pacific Grove. For the fourth time, I applied for a Lilly
Grant that awards money to the pastor and the congregation for extraordinary sabbatical time, but for the
fourth time my request was not granted.
I remember the first time I got a letter from the Lilly Grant folks telling me that I was not to receive a grant and
I remember feeling pretty blue. Within minutes of receiving the letter, I got a call from my “Uncle” Frank who
is a retired New York City fireman and a respected elder of the Lakota people. In his gruff voice he said,
“Reverend Dan… you sound down.” And I told him that my dream to travel for my sabbatical was not going to
happen and he immediately said, “Well then come visit me in South Dakota and go to the Sundance – it will
renew your spirit.” And I did do just that. I drove to South Dakota and it did renew my spirit. After that, I
performed a series of concerts throughout the Midwest and got to visit a lot of churches and got to meet lots
of Disciples. And got to reconnect with friends and family along the way.
Six years ago, I was pretty sure that I had a great grant proposal and I was putting together a short list of
outstanding clergy that might consider filling in for me for the three month period. I was talking to my good
friend Drew Powell who immediately asked, “Why don’t you ask my Dad?” His Dad being Rev. Jim Powell who
at the time had just retired as the president of the Board of Church Extension. I asked Drew, “Do you think he
would do it?” And Drew smiled and said, “Just remind him that his new grandson in Hollywood will be a lot
closer than Indiana for the Summer.” Jim sounded excited… and then I got another letter of denial from the
Lilly Foundation. I called Jim to tell him thank you, but we simply couldn’t afford to bring him here for the
Summer. And he said, “Dan, tell the congregation to do what they can afford to do… I don’t need much, I get a
retirement, you know…. And as for you, my brother didn’t get a sabbatical grant one year, so he asked friends
and family to contribute to a sabbatical fund so he could do something special with his time of rest and
renewal. And I did do just that. And funds came in so that I could spend real time in Israel in the footpaths of
our Savior, and in Germany at all the cities that were important to the life of Martin Luther, and in Switzerland
to visit Calvin’s church, and in West Virginia to visit the home of Alexander Campbell. And I got to reconnect
with friends and family along the way.

Well, I got another denial letter last year, so I postponed my sabbatical for a year in hopes to get a cheerful
letter from the Lilly Foundation this year – the letter was cheerful, but it was still a denial. And so, I have some
help from friends to make a trip. And, when I told the administrative board that I would put together a short
list of truly quality people to fill in for me during the sabbatical, the immediate response was “Why don’t you
just ask Jim and Peggy Powell again? We love them!” And I did do just that. And they are on board.
I am so grateful for the gentle leadership of Jim and Peggy. Moreover, I am grateful for the savvy of our
Administrative Board and the exceptional gifts of our Administrative Assistant Nanette Murphy. I know that I
can dive into this sabbatical with confidence that the Christian Church of Pacific Grove is in good hands.
So here is the plan for sabbatical 2019:
On Sunday, September 15 we will mark the beginning of the sabbatical time with a special worship service
that will include a dialogue sermon between myself and Jim Powell. We will talk about what we hope will
happen during this sacred time. And we will covenant to collect “Wonderful Words of Life” – the phrases and
thoughts that surface during the sabbatical that will be written down and shared upon my return. I will collect
them and so will you.
On Monday, September 16, I will by leaving MRY to travel to Frankfurt, Germany to spend a week with my
family there who will pamper me rotten and to spend a couple of days in Eisenach – the birthplace of J. S.
Bach and the home of Wartburg Castle, where the Bible was first translated out of Latin into the language of
the people. In this case, for the German people.
On Monday, September 23, I will be heading for Istanbul, Turkey and will meet up with one of the first people
I befriended in California, Stan. Stan has agreed to accompany me to spend time on the soil of places
important to the ministry of Paul and the roots of Christianity – Nicea, Corinth, Ephesus, Thessaloniki, Galatia,
Cappadocia, Antioch and maybe Tarsus.
After two weeks in Turkey and Greece, we will head to Israel where I long to spend a few days on the North
shore of the Sea of Galilee. Stan has a real hankering to visit Petra, so we will make a day trip out of that.
On Saturday, October 12, I will be returning to the States. I will spend a few days in Yosemite with a woman
who says I am now allowed to call my girlfriend and then I will be travelling North to pick up another one of
the first Californians that I befriended, Ken. Ken and I will be head for a few day visit to Vancouver and then
drive across Canada to Montreal. Ken will fly back from Montreal, and I will continue the “drive-about” down
the East coast to visit friends and family and then returning on the southern route with an extended stay in
New Mexico where “Uncle” Frank now lives, a stop in Palm Springs to hike Joshua Tree National Park with Ben
Bohren and a few stops in Southern California before returning home.
I know to some of you, this doesn’t sound terribly “restful”, but I will tell you that nothing relaxes me more
than reconnecting with loved ones from my past. I will be out-of-touch during this time, but I will be posting
the occasional photo on Facebook. There is a good chance that Squeak (my cat) will be serving as a “Flat
Stanley” posing at interested places and being held by interesting people for those who view my Facebook
page.
While I am away, Jim and Peggy Powell will be doing what they call a “Stay-battical” and allowing this time to
do just what the General Commission on Ministry suggest – giving you space to reflect on our mission and
ministry and to see if calls to ministry come to some of you, finding new “niches” to serve our little pocket of
the body of Christ.

My prayer is, and will be, that the Spirit of God will grant us a sense of renewal and a stronger sense of call to
the baptism with which we have been baptized. I pray that we are saturated with wonderful words of life
while we are apart. I pray that this special, sacred time will be spiritually formative so that when we meet
again in mid-Advent, we will enter into Christmastime with unprecedented manifestations of Hope, Peace, Joy
and Love.
And I do love you. And I am so grateful for this ministry that we share.
May the LORD be with you.
dp

Celebrating Pastor Dan’s Birthday
The musical service on Sunday was loved by
many.

Please help us welcome Jim and Peggy Powell

We are happy to welcome Jim and Peggy Powell in Pastor Dan's absence during his
sabbatical starting in September. Both pastors plan to be present at our Sunday
service on September 15.

Open and Affirming Status
Update
Your Disciples Elders and Administrative Board want to share what we are learning
about the process of becoming an Open and Affirming church. Our Elders have been in
discernment on this issue, and they asked the Board to move ahead with the process. The
Board agreed.
One step in the process is to offer education on the topic. Reverend Mark
Johnston from the Disciples LGBTQ+ Alliance recently led a workshop on August 17. All
were invited. The Board thought feedback from attendees would be informative and
welcome. If you attended the workshop, please share your perceptions with others. We
want to initiate conversation about attaining Open and Affirming status.
What follows are thoughts for your consideration. Please join us in conversation.
Reach out with your ideas to the Elders and Administrative Board.
Lori Robinson: I attended the workshop and was struck by the thought that LGBTQ+
people might not feel comfortable or safe attending our church. How can we convey our
openness to them?
Nancy Bingaman: I attended and what struck me was the rate of suicide attempts in the
LGB group is 40% higher than others. And that it only takes one person being supportive
and accepting of them to drastically lower it.
Pastor Dan Paul: I trust that all of us want a church that is a safe and welcoming place for
our Queer friends and family, but Mark helped us realize how difficult it can be to be
affirming of the sexual and gender diversity God has made in human beings. I was so
pleased with the turnout and how the conversation for the most part was focused on
LGBTQ+ issues and understandings.
Linda Nichols: Belonging is such an important part of the human experience. Attending
the workshop, I was amazed at the different sexualities in this vast universe. And then it
dawned on me that of course, God created us in many different shades, personalities,
quirks and sexualities. How boring our world would be if all the flowers were green and
blue. We need to reach out and not only accept but embrace all of our fellow travelers on
this journey. As Mark emphasized we are only different as to where we are on the
spectrum of sexuality.

BLUE THEOLOGY CAMP
Dear Dan,
Thanks so much for a truly wonderful experience at Blue Theology. We had a great time and will
definitely want to do it again in a few years.
And I think I said this in person but I want to reiterate how great it was that the whole church embraced
us with a clear sense of the Blue Theology mission -- so many churches that host mission trips will say
"oh and by the way there are some teenagers here, wave at them in the corner" but the PG church truly
welcomed us, embraced us, and cared about us. We thank them all for that!
Thank you again!!
Blessings,
Talitha
Pastor Dan,
What a great week we had at Blue Theology! And what wonderful people we found at your church. I've
been on many mission trips, including some from the 1960s when I was one of the kids, and your
program was one of the best, so well put together, so informative, and so spiritually rich. The kids grew
immensely during the week.
I'm sending you a copy of the bulletin from Sunday's church service that the kids put together. Also, a
flash drive with a pile of photos, many of which are of our kids, but feel free to use any of them, and enjoy
all of them. They were the slideshow that accompanied the sermon that the kids gave on Sunday. I'm
also including a Montclair Presbyterian Church T-Shirt for Kimberly. I hope when she wears it she will
remember how much our kids love her. She is such a gem.
Blessings to you all,
Jim Allardice
Greetings Pastor Dan & Crew!
Thank you from the bottom of our hearts we are grateful for the ways that you inspired us through Blue
Theology. Our hearts will always be a little blue. Thus our youth have already began advocating in our
church for ocean stewardship. May you all know the deep blessing that you were to these folks from
Missouri. May Christ be with you all!
Grace & Peace- Pastor Nick

WELCOME OUR NEW MEMBER,
KATRIN SHAMSHIRI!
Katrin came forward to "give the good confession," bringing joy to the congregation as she
joined our church membership. She and her son Kian have been a welcome addition to our
services.
Katrin was born and grew up in Iran. She moved to the US in 2015, to pursue her studies in
second language acquisition at the University of Arizona. She moved to California in 2017 to
work at DLIFLC as an Assistant Professor of Persian Farsi.
We welcome Katrin and Kian with open arms!

Ana Dockstader who was
happy to receive the prayer
shawl we blessed for her
after her surgery.

How to give the church a gift for your birthday

Attention all Facebook users:
Did you know that on your birthday you can ask your friends and family to make a donation to the Christian
Church of Pacific Grove? When your birthday rolls around, Facebook will ask you if you want to have your
Facebook audience donate to a specific charity, and the Christian Church of Pacific Grove is listed as one of
those charities.
It only takes a couple of minutes to set up. Both Aleatha Pardi and Pastor Dan did this last month on their
Facebook pages.
Please consider this easy way to contribute to our church.

Daniel's Birthday Fundraiser for Christian Church of Pacific Grove
Fundraiser for Christian Church of Pacific Grove by Daniel William Paul
For my birthday this year, I'm asking for donations to the Blue Theology Mission Station at the Christian Church... $1,300
raised.

Thank you to everyone who

came out and supported our
Talent Auction. We had a
great time.

Serving Our Church
Worship Leaders
1-Dawn Wilson 8-Janet Billets 15- Reuben Negron 22- Ken Rockefeller 29-Kimberly Brown

Serving Elders
Thanksgiving
Communion
1-Kimberly Brown
8- Ed Kilgore
15- Tom Hoy
22- Lori Robinson
29- Tom Hoy

Heidi Toy
Lori Robinson
Carole Bestor
Pinkie Weesner
Ed Kilgore

Elder of the Month
Nancy Bingaman

Deacon of the Month
Sandi Ellis

Flowers

Fellowship

1
8
15
22
29

Birthday Cake

September Birthdays
1-Stefanie Bingaman
2-Liz Bardos & Patti Rowland
16-Floyd Viau
18-Joy Brittain
19-Ed Kilgore
20-Aleyah Paulsell & Phyllis Ray
27-Cynthia Jewett & Aaron McCluskey

September Anniversaries
12-Brian & Nikole Sala
14-Bill & Gail Landreth

2019
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

Meditation
9:45 AM

Labor Day

Clergy Lectionary
@ 10AM

Girl Scouts @ 5:30
PM

Lunch Bunch
Toastie’s Café @
Noon

Chalice Closet 124 PM

Chalice Closet 14pm

13

14

Chalice Closet 124 PM

Chalice Closet 1-4
PM

Worship
11 AM

8

Choir @ 7:00 PM
Trustee’s meeting
@ 6 PM
9

10

11

Meditation
9:45 AM

Clergy Lectionary
@ 10AM

Girl Scouts @ 5:30
PM

Worship
11 AM

Finance Meeting
@ 5:30 PM

Choir @ 7:00 PM

17

18

19

20

21

Clergy Lectionary
@ 10AM

Girl Scouts @ 5:30
PM

CWF @ 10:30 am

Chalice Closet 124 PM

Mission Springs
Women’s Retreat

Mission Springs
Women’s Retreat
starts @ 1:00 PM

Chalice Closet 1-4
PM

27

28

Chalice Closet 124 PM

Book Club 11:00
AM – 1:00 PM

15

16

Meditation
9:45 AM

Pastor Dan on
Sabbatical keep
him in your
prayers

Worship
11 AM

22

23

Meditation
9:45 AM
Worship
11 AM

29
Meditation
9:45 AM
Worship
11 AM

Administrative
Board Meeting @
6:00 PM

Choir @ 7:00 PM

24

25

Clergy Lectionary
@ 10AM

Girl Scouts @ 5:30
PM
Choir @ 7:00 PM

30

12

26

Chalice Closet 1-4
PM

CWF on Thursday, September 19, 2019 at 10:30 AM.
Lunch at 12 noon, bring a sack lunch. Pastor’s Bible Study at
1:00 PM. All are welcome.

Fresh Produce on Sunday Mornings
An organic farmer comes to St. Mary’s by-the-Sea (across the street)on Sunday
mornings to sell fresh produce. It's great stuff: lettuce, carrots, cabbage,
zucchini, strawberries, broccoli, and so on. A good selection of delicious,
healthy, good-looking fruit of the earth.
The produce stand is outside, visible and accessible from Central Ave. It
is open from 9:00-10:00 am at St. Mary’s.
Benedetto Ramirez is a farmer who works 2.5 acres organically at the ALBA
site in Salinas. He sells at a couple of markets. On Sunday mornings, we
usually see Leo Sanchez, a Hartnell student who works for Ramirez. ALBA's
mission is to provide a means for field workers to move from for-hire field
work towards independence. http://www.albafarmers.org/

BOOK CLUB!
In August, Ed Kilgore led an excellent discussion on The Great Divorce, by
C.S. Lewis. The book selection for September is The God We Never Knew,
by Marcus J. Borg. Anita Flanigan will facilitate the meeting on Saturday,
September 28, 11 a.m. to 1 p.m., in Jones Hall.
If you would like to be added to the book club e-mail list, please contact
Janet Billets. We look forward to reading together!

Saturday, October 19th
Three Sales in One!
Annual Rummage Sale 9:00 AM - 4:00 PM
Chalice Closet Benefit Shop 9:00 AM - 2:00 PM
Holiday Bazaar 9:00 AM - 3:00 PM
50% OFF ALL ITEMS
Concession stand and Baked Goods
Furniture, small appliances & gadgets, kitchen items, glassware, linens, picture frames, office supplies, seasonal
decorations, tools, toys, games, books, records, tapes, videos, DVD’s and much more!

CASH ONLY
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Church Administration
Moderator – Lori Robinson
Vice Moderator – Nancy Bingaman
Board Secretary/Clerk –Linda Nichols
Financial Secretary – Perci Paulsell
Chief Financial Officer - Steve Brydon
Chair of Trustees - Ken Rockefeller
Chair of Elders – Joy Brittain
Chair of Deacons – Janet Billets

Church Staff
Pastor - Dan Paul
Minister of Music– Heidi Toy
Organist- John Shykun
Choir Director – Pam Brydon
Administrative Assistant- Nanette Murphy
Nursery Attendants- Larisa Sutter, Faith Harris, Sat Jiwain Khalsa

