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In essentials, unity. 
In non-essentials, liberty. 

In all things, charity. 
 



Notes while the Lion is away                                   
 
Greetings Disciples from the church of Pacific Grove Christian 
Church. 
 
Where has the time gone! Peggy’s and my time with you is now half over. It seems like 
yesterday that Dan and I were talking with you as you sent him off and welcomed us even as in 
many ways, I feel a lot has happened.  Thanks for the bountiful hospitality shown to us both. 
You all define grace and we seek to do the same for you. Example: we had a wonderful tri-fold 
Rummage sale this past week-end. Thanks so much to Jean Saltsman and the many volunteers 
that made this all come together so delightfully. I loved getting to meet our neighbors! 
 
I have connected with many of you in our time thus far.  I look forward to additional ways to 
connect so that our conversations go beyond quick ones on Sunday morning.  For instance, 
some of our people who reside in or near Canterbury Woods are helping me put together a 
gathering  for coffee or tea in that lovely place. 
 
I love that during our time for “Staybatical” we continue to care for one another in the 
absence of our Pastor Dan. Indeed, there is a slogan from the past that says, “What we do best 
is care” That’s you! 
 
Even as that is true, we are not simply letting the time go by idling our engines. No, we are 
seeking and finding new ways to live out our fundament and long time belief that “all means 
all”. That is more than a phrase. We will have opportunity after worship on November 17th to 
participate in a model called “World Cafe”  it will give us the chance to answer five  open 
ended questions designed to help us understand who we are as a community of faith 
especially related to how we welcome each  and why. Look for more information about this 
(including the five questions we will consider) in future communications from the church.  
 
We have our important Annual Meeting coming up after worship on Sunday, November 10th 
and we look forward to a full house as we are capably led by our Moderator Lori Robinson.  
 
Always we are mindful and appreciative  of our Pastor Dan on his sabbatical journeys and 
continue to wish him God’s renewal of spirt, body and mind.  
 
I hope to see you next Sunday! 
 
Jim Powell, 
Interim Minister 
 
 

 



An Open Letter to the Congregation  
From Lori Robinson, CCPG Elder and Moderator 

 
Dear Church Friends, 
 
God has blessed us with a beautiful natural setting for our treasured church. We have also been blessed that 
along with other traditions, we  Disciples of Christ are free to decide for ourselves how we worship together. As 
a result, it is sometimes up to the entire congregation to determine a course of action.  
 
The idea for CCPG to acquire Open and Affirming Status is one such instance. It is not up to our governing 
board or our elders to steer us through this process unilaterally. It is incumbent, however, upon our elected 
leaders to insure that we respectively honor all opinions and to provide opportunities for our entire church body 
to be heard.  
 
To that end, I invite you to join us in an Adult Education opportunity after the Sunday service on November 17. 
The format for our meeting will be a “World Cafe” process. The purpose is to provide opportunities to hear 
from one another with questions and observations related to what it can mean to be an open and affirming 
congregation as well as what questions we think remain to be addressed. It is a round table discussion to 
encourage insights around five questions that will help us move the conversation forward. With each question, 
we will move to a different table in Jones Hall to broaden our perspective and hear from more people, with an 
elder facilitating these conversations. 
In preparation, please take a few moments to read through the following explanation and list of actions that will 
guide us to Open and Affirming status. 
What does Open and Affirming status mean?  
The Disciples of Christ LGBTQ+ Alliance website describes it thusly: 

Setting a place at the table for persons 
 of all gender expressions and sexual orientations. 

Our congregation has a long tradition of welcoming all to our services and our communion table. Becoming an 
'open and affirming congregation' is one way that we can evidence our 'welcome' to members of the LGBTQ+ 
community who, sadly, have not been welcomed in all faith communities. 
What does the LGBTQ+ acronym stand for? 
Lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender and queer. These are some of the descriptors that individuals adopt to 
describe themselves, not intended for others to label them as such. 
 
 
Why our church and why now? 
The Disciples Alliance site states, “There are many reasons that welcome is important. Because there are 
so many voices saying that LGBT people are not welcome, no one will know we welcome unless we’re 
open about it. Many of our neighbors and often our own children are hurting and looking for an open 
and explicit welcome.”  
I would like us to consider that, while Jesus broke bread with people condemned by others, not everyone who 
call themselves Christians are so welcoming today. People perceived as “other” continue to be discriminated 
against in this country by churches and individuals who are not open and affirming. In a climate that sometimes 
sanctions rude and cruel discourse, it behooves us to be loving and welcome.  
Additionally, the Alliance page explains, “This guideline is a suggestion for congregations of the Christian 
Church. They are based on a process used by many congregations in several denominations and are 
designed to provide a grace filled experience for your congregation.” 
I have condensed and summarized some of the steps available for viewing at the Alliance website: 
www.disciplesallianceq.org. In concert with the congregation, we will be prayerfully considering these 
recommended steps: 



1. Form a group of core supporters to learn more about what it would mean for our congregation to be 
open and affirming. Joy Brittain initiated this process with the elders. We invite anyone interested in 
helping to provide educational opportunities, collect feedback, and make recommendations on the best 
approach for CCPG. Please speak with myself or other elders. 

2. This process should not be a clergy-led activity. It is important that the clergy can serve as pastors to the 
whole church throughout this process.  

3. Plan your O&A process based on the needs of your congregation and the support of the leadership. 
Include study about inclusion, gender, and sexuality as well as time to hear and tell personal stories.  

4. Bring the plan to the official leadership body of your congregation (such as the church board, elders, or 
council) to engage their support.  

5. Appoint a task force to write an Open & Affirming statement that clearly specifies that persons of all 
gender expressions and sexual identities are welcome in the membership, leadership, and employment of 
your congregation. We suggest that this be part of an overall mission statement so that your 
congregation will not be voting only on the inclusion of persons of diverse gender expressions and 
sexual orientations.  

6. Publish the suggested Open & Affirming statement and make room for discussion among your 
congregation’s members. 

As you can see, this is a lengthy and intricate process which we do not intend to rush. These are suggestions 
which we will do our best to implement. Most importantly, it is my hope that we will continue to support each 
other as we dialogue on this topic. I feel that the love and respect we have for one another will allow God to 
guide us through this time of enlightenment. I would like to thank the following people for their guidance in 
creating this letter: Pastor Jim Powell, Ed Kilgore, Dawn Wilson, and Kimberly Brown. 

Five Questions for You 
 
 In anticipation of our upcoming “World Cafe” event Sunday, November 17, we offer a preview of the 
questions that will be up for discussion. The event is designed to listen and to share aloud, but if you 
prefer to respond in writing, you are still encouraged to take part as a recipient of the ideas shared at 
the table.  
 
1. How do we know our Church is alive?  
 
2. How and when have you felt accepted?  
 
3. In your lives when have you or your family members felt unaccepted or marginalized? 
 
4. What worries you about this Open and Affirming consensus process?  
 
5. What are your hopes for this process? Thank you for allowing us to gather this information, which 
we will share after the November 17 event. 
 
Thanks, Lori 

 



 

 
 

 
Understanding the Budget for 2020 
Steve Brydon, CFO 
 
On Sunday, November 10, we will have our annual congregational meeting to vote on next year’s officers and 
the budget for 2020.  
 
The accompanying charts indicate the sources of revenue and expenditures for next year. The general fund 
budget does not include designated funds, where donors specify the purpose above and beyond the regular 
budget.  Examples include the preservation fund, youth, music, and several others.  These do not show up in the 
annual budget, but are an important part of the overall picture of the church’s financial health. 
 
On the revenue side, you may note that tithes and offerings only account for about 58 percent of our revenues.  
Thanks to all those who contribute their time and talents to the many church fundraisers, such as Good Old 
Days, the Talents Auction, the Chalice Closet, the Rummage Sale, and Blue Theology.  
 
Please note that in addition to the general fund, the preservation fund is now the source for all repairs and 
maintenance, including the church grounds. Many of you contribute regularly to the preservation fund in 
addition to your tithes and offerings.  With a church built in 1896, preserving the lovely building and grounds 
left to us by the church founders is an ongoing and ever present need. 
 
One final note: Over the past few years, Pastor Dan has helped us save money by choosing a health insurance 
policy that costs well below what we have budgeted. Since those rates are not determined until after we pass the 
budget, we cannot know the actual costs at this time.  But the board has recommended that any savings be 
added to his salary, which has remained static for the past several years.  The total compensation package 
remains the same. 
 
Please plan on attending the November 11th meeting and join us afterward for refreshments.  
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Three Sales in One Success! 
 

 
 
Our annual October fundraiser on a gorgeous, sunny Saturday 
was a fun time to work and visit together as a Church family. Jean 
Saltsman once again outdid herself organizing and planning  
all year round. We are so grateful for her generosity and devotion. 
Thank you also to all of the volunteers who carted boxes, set up 
for the sale, made food and/or sold it, collected money, and 
cleaned up after it all. We could not have done it without you! 
Photos are from the Holiday Bazaar in Jones Hall. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Goodbye SHARES, Hello  
 

 
 
If you’ve recently visited Lucky or Save-Mart, you may have noticed that you no longer receive credit 
for donating a portion of your purchase to the Christian Church of Pacific Grove.  Lucky discontinued 
the program earlier this year. 
 
However, there is another way you can donate a portion of your purchases to support our church.  
We participate in Amazon Smile.  If you register our church as the organization you wish to support, 
.5% of your purchase will be donated to the church. 
 
To skip the step of having to choose from among about a million organizations, you can use the 
following unique link to directly register the Christian Church of Pacific Grove as your selected charity: 
https://smile.amazon.com/ch/94-1279820 
 
We hope you will continue to support our church and its mission in this way. 
 
 
 



AQUAMARINE CHALICE 2019 4TH QUARTER REPORT 
 
RECYCLE, REDUCE, REUSE, REPURPOSE 
 
I was very happy to have learned about transforming old or unwearable t shirts into useful tote 
bags at the 2019 General Assembly in Des Moines, Iowa.   
My friend, Kate de la Fuente and I experimented with following directions from Pinterest 
website, LORI GRECO on April 4, 2016, How to  Upcycle Your T-shirt to a Tote Bag and 
another on-line source, (https://mommy potamus.com/no-sew-t-shirt-tote-bag-tutorial).    
 
Kate chose her t-shirt because she attended a convocation of the Society 
of St. Francis in 2013.   To commemorate the event, she purchased a t shirt 
which was too large for her to wear.  It sat in her drawer for six (6) years.  
She is very grateful to me for showing her how to make it useful. 
 
I chose my t-shirt because I purchased it on one of my trips to Reno 

and it remained in my travel bin for many years.   
 
The project took Kate and me less 
than 2 hours to complete from 
start to finish.  When we make 
more of them, they will be 
wonderful gifts for our family 
and friends.   
 
 
 
 

This is a no sewing project. The written instructions are as follows: 
 
Cut around collar wide enough to put stuff in, we used a medium mixing bowl to form the size. 
Cut off sleeves at the seam this will be the handles for the bag.  Set the cut pieces aside, you 
will use them later.  Cut 1 inch strips at hem of shirt, at least 3 inches long.  If you want longer 
fringe then cut strips longer.  You must cut an even number of strips.  At hem tie square knots, 
one strip from the front and one strip from the back of the t shirt.  Special note: If you do not 
want fringe, turn the bag inside out before tying the knots.  Refer to Kate’s finished bag.   
If you want fringe, tie knots with the bag right side out.  Refer to my finished bag. 
With the two saved pieces from the sleeves cut two rectangles at least 5” x 3”.  Use each 
rectangle to tie a square knot around each handle.  This will add durability to the handles.   If 
you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact me.  I will be more than happy to help 
you with your repurposed t shirt. 
 
Kimberly Brown 
Aquamarine Chalice Correspondent 



 
Trustee	Report/Newsletter	Article	by	Ken	E.	Rockefeller	Trustee	Chair 

October		2019	
The	Christian	Church	of	Pacific	Grove	

Hello	everyone,	
	First	and	foremost	the	Trustee’s	thank	you	for	your	ongoing	trust	and	support	as	we	do	
our	best	in	keeping	up	with	the	never	ending	and	ongoing	mission	of	maintaining	our	
church	campus.	
The	piano	and	organ	bench	cushions	should	be	ready	for	this	up	coming	Sunday	Service	
we	hope.	I	went	by	the	shop	today	to	check	to	see	what	kind	of	timeline	that	we	are	on	to	
receive	them	(the	cushions)	but	he	wasn’t	there.	I’m	being	optimistic	when	I	quote	for	this	
Sunday.		We	purchased	a	doorbell	for	the	Parsonage	and	will	install	it	probably	tonight	and	
at	that	time	take	some	measurements	for	some	privacy	blinds	in	the	living	room.	We	had	
our	monthly	Trustee	meeting	tonight	and	we	celebrated	Jean	Saltsman	birthday	with	
dinner	and	birthday	cake.	We	talked	about	needing	more	staff	at	our	annual	rummage	sale,	
so	if	you	are	free	on	Saturday	October	19th	please	come	on	by	and	hang	out	for	an	hour	or	
two.	We	talked	about	our	up	coming	“Blessing	of	the	Pets”	event	and	events	further	in	the	
future.	We	finished	up	our	meeting	and	went	into	motion.	We	moved	boxes	of	rummage	up	
and	down	stairs	and	climbed	a	ladder	to	hang	our	rummage	sale	sign.	In	a	nutshell	we	
were	able	to	accomplish	some	tasks	and	have	a	good	time	doing	it.	We	are	blessed	by	being	
physically	able	to	do	things	that	others	would	love	to	do	but	are	unable	to.	We	don’t	mean	
to	hog	up	all	of	the	fun	and	we	are	willing	to	share.	Come	and	attend	the	meeting	on	the	
first	Thursday	of	every	month,	but	beware,	you	will	have	a	great	time.	If	you	see	or	hear	of	
any	safety	issues	on	church	campus,	we	need	to	know,	so	please	tell	us	and	we	will	do	our	
best	in	keeping	our	campus	safe.	Part	of	keeping	the	campus	safe	is	by	keeping	the	
congregation	in	the	know.	The	Trustees	would	like	to	know	from	you.	Do	you	feel	safe	
when	you	are	on	the	campus?	Is	there	anything	that	you	can	think	of	that	would	make	you	
feel	safer	when	you	are	on	campus.		Would	you	object	if	the	Trustees	guided	the	
congregation	through	an	actual	emergency	fire	drill?	We	don’t	want	to	come	across	as	
though	we	anticipate	or	expect	having	an	emergency	arise,	but	we	do	want	to	be	prepared	
if	something	does	happen.	Don’t	You?	
The	Trustee	Committee	thanks	you	and	welcomes	any	input	that	will	make	our	church	a	

safer	place.	
	

	

 
 

 



 
 
      

 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

	 	 	 	 	 1	
	
Chalice	Closet	12-
4	PM	
	
	
	

2	
	
Chalice	Closet	1-
4pm	
	
Set	your	clocks	
back	an	hour!	

3	
	
Meditation		
9:45	AM	
	
Worship		
11	AM	
	
Elders	Meeting	
12:30	PM	
	
	

4	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

5	
	
Clergy	Lectionary	
@	10AM	
	
	

6	
	
Girl	Scouts	@	5:30	
PM	
	
Choir	@	7:00	PM	
	

7	
	
Lunch	Bunch	@	12	
PM	
	
Trustees	Meeting	
@	6	PM	

8	
	
Chalice	Closet	12-
4	PM	
	
Friday	Night	
Hymn	Singalong	7	
PM	

9	
	
Chalice	Closet	1-4	
PM	
	
	
	

10	
	
Meditation		
9:45	AM	
	
Worship		
11	AM	
	
Annual	
Congregational	
Meeting	@	12:30	
PM	

11	
	

	

12	
	
Clergy	Lectionary	
@	10AM	
	
Finance	Meeting	
@	5:30	PM	
	

13	
	
Girl	Scouts	@	5:30	
PM	
	
Choir	@	7:00	PM	
	

14	
	
	

15	
	
Chalice	Closet	12-
4	PM	
	
	
	
	

16	
	
Chalice	Closet	1-4	
PM	
	
	

17	
	
Meditation		
9:45	AM	
	
Worship		
11	AM	
	
World	Cafe	@	
12:30	PM	

18	
	
	

19	
	
Clergy	Lectionary	
@	10AM	
	
Administrative	
Board	Meeting	@	
6:00	PM	

20	
		
Girl	Scouts	@	5:30	
PM	
	
Choir	@	7:00	PM	
	

21	
	
CWF	@	10:30	am	
	

22	
	
Chalice	Closet	12-
4	PM	
	

23	
	
Chalice	Closet	1-4	
PM	
	

24	
	
Meditation		
9:45	AM	
	
Worship		
11	AM	
	

25	
	
	

26	
	
Clergy	Lectionary	
@	10AM	
	

27	
	
Girl	Scouts	@	5:30	
PM	
	
Choir	@	7:00	PM	
	

28	
	
Thanksgiving	Day	

29	
	
Chalice	Closet	12-
4	PM	
	

30	
	
Chalice	Closet	12-
4	PM	
	

 
 

	
 

 

 

2019 



Serving Our Church 
Worship Leaders 

3- Ken Rockefeller 10- Dawn Wilson 17- Steve Brydon 24- Tom Hoy 
 

Serving Elders 
Thanksgiving    Communion 

         3- Lori Robinson      Kimberly Brown  
         10- Nancy Bingaman      Carole Bestor 
         17- Ed Kilgore       Tom Hoy 
         24- Heidi Toy       Pinkie Weesner  
 

Elder of the Month 
Lori Robinson 

 
Deacon of the Month 

Jackie Burns 
 

Flowers     Fellowship 
      6-                     Birthday Cake 

       13-                                                  Finger Foods c/o The Board 
       20- Janet & Scott Billets        Pinkie & Mike 
       27-            Thanksgiving Potluck   
        
 

November Birthdays 
2 Frances Weesner 
5 Gayle Allbee 
6 Barbara Bigelow 
 9 Kathleen Kennedy 

10 Ethan McCluskey, Conrad Newberry & Ken Rockefeller 
13 Anita Flanigan & Sarah Ragent 

18 Sean Dremel 
20 Stephanie Bacheller & John Bardos 

 
November Anniversaries 

1 Craig and Barbara Bigelow 
11 Reuben and Magali Negron 
12 Floyd and Elaine Viau 
14 Michael Garnett and Jennifer Grode 
26 Patrick and Anita Flanigan 

 



 
 

 
 

 

 
 

CWF on Thursday, November 21, 2019 at 10:30 AM. 
Lunch at 12 noon, bring a sack lunch.  Pastor’s Bible Study at 

1:00 PM.  All are welcome. 
 

BOOK CLUB! 
The selection for our November book club meeting is The Simple Faith of Mister 
Rogers, by Amy Hollingsworth. Pam Brydon will facilitate the meeting on Saturday, 
November 16, 11 a.m. to 1 p.m., in Jones Hall. 
 
If you would like to be added to the book club e-mail list, please contact Janet Billets. 
We look forward to reading together! 
 

 



11th Annual  
Interfaith Community Thanksgiving 

Service 
“Thanks for Giving” 

 
7:00 pm, Tuesday, 26 November 2019 
Hosted by: Carmel Mission Basilica 

3080 Rio Road, Carmel CA 
 

 
 

Enjoy performances by the Carmel Mission Choir 
and the Monterey Peninsula Gospel Community Choir. 

Dessert reception follows. 
 

*	*	*	Please	bring	non-perishable	food	items	to	help	fill	food	
barrels	for	the	Food	Bank	of	Monterey	County.	*	*	*	

SPONSORED BY: 
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PACIFIC GROVE, CA 92950 

Church Administration 
Moderator – Lori Robinson 

Vice Moderator – Nancy Bingaman 
Board Secretary/Clerk –Linda Nichols 

Financial Secretary – Perci Paulsell 
Chief Financial Officer - Steve Brydon 

Chair of Trustees - Ken Rockefeller 
Chair of Elders – Frances Weesner 

Chair of Deacons – Janet Billets 

Church Staff 
Pastor - Dan Paul/Interim Pastor Jim Powell

Minister of Music– Heidi Toy 
Organist- John Shykun 

Choir Director – Pam Brydon 
Administrative Assistant- Nanette Murphy 

Nursery Attendants- Larisa Sutter, Sat Jiwain Khalsa 

This cool new donate logo ß is 
a hyperlink for those of you 
viewing this in the electronic 
version.  Super exciting and 
super easy. Just click it and  

you can donate to the church. 

https://form.jotform.com/82247216784159



