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Sunday Schedule 

Worship Service  11:00 AM 
Fellowship after Worship 

In essentials, unity. 
In non-essentials, liberty. 

In all things, charity. 

PGCC: A 
Beacon of hope, 
faith, love and 

Peace. 



   

 Notes From the Lions’ Den                                   
 
  
About 20 years ago the book Who Moved My Cheese? was 
published. It was a parable to help business organizations deal 
with change and soon became suggested reading for church leaders as well. As the old joke goes, 
“How many Christians does it take to change a lightbulb?” And the answer is a wide-eyed startled 
look “CHANGE????” 
  
Like every other church in the world, we will always have some varying degrees of blowback to all 
changes great and for some reason, especially small. So when the trustees suggested that we remove 
the front two pews in the sanctuary to make more room for the table, the elders, the choir and the 
traffic from those who enter the sanctuary from Jones Hall we all felt a sense of tension that someone 
might yell out “Hey, who moved my cheese??” 
  
The next Sunday, from my view from next to the pulpit, I watched the elders serve at the communion 
table. Their feet barely squeezed between the table and the steps and I thought, “Oh man, that’s just 
an accident waiting to happen.” So I shared this with the Board of Elders and they unanimously 
agreed that there needs to be more space and the pews should be removed. 
  
The next Saturday night, I noticed lights on at the church kitchen so I walked over to investigate who 
was in our kitchen late at night. It was elder chair Ken Rockefeller preparing food for after-worship 
fellowship the next day. I got to tell him that the elders okayed moving the pews and that I would 
help him. As we started looking at our calendars we weren’t finding too many times that we were 
both available at the same time and suddenly Ken lit up and said, “Hey! I have my drill in the truck. 
Let’s take them out now.” So, late at night, there we were, waddling down the sidewalk carrying away 
two pews. 
  
And kudos to you… not one has yet blurted out “Who moved my cheese!!” 
  
I’m writing this the day before attending a funeral with my sister and her family for their dear friend 
who was murdered by his 20 year old son. I have two prayer shawls blessed by you to deliver to the 
widow and her daughter. And, I especially want to meet the folks from the Nazarene church where 
my sister and her friends attend. As soon as the house was no longer a crime scene, members of the 
church suited up and cleaned all the blood from the carpets, walls and porch and then filled the 
refrigerator with food before they left. Yes, I want to meet these thoughtful people. 
  
Always grateful for your adaptability and compassion. 
  
See you in church, 
dp 
  
 

 



Blue Theology Sunday – February 16 

Terry Ewing, former Vice President at Brite Divinity School and currently at Phillips Theological 
Seminary talks about our church to church leaders of small congregations. He tells them “One 
thing!” That is, a church needs a visible mission and there needs to be one predominant 
mission. Small churches tend to try to do too many things and eventually burn out and do 
none of them well. And then he tells them about the Blue Theology Mission Station at the 
Christian Church of Pacific Grove. How the elders reflected and prayed about what the small 
church could do for the wider church and community and soon the idea of bringing youth 
groups to stay at the church campus to experience a program of how their faith makes them 
want to advocate for the Ocean.

There are currently nine groups signed up for learning/serving experiences this year…. and 
counting! This will be a record year in that regard. And what has been great as this mission of 
ours have evolved, not only is a new generation of Christians becoming advocates for Creation 
Care, our own congregation has been energized by this work. It is arguable that we became a 
Certified Green Chalice church because we see ourselves as a place where valuing the 
environment is part of our Christian expression. And, members and friends of the 
congregation have been very generous in volunteering and sharing their gifts to make the 
program meaningful and successful.

Each February, one Sunday is set aside for us to celebrate and to be reminded of our “One 
thing!”. Blue Theology Sunday will be February 16. Members of the Blue Theology Task Force 
will tell personal stories about their work with the learning/serving programs and the Blue 
Theology Task Force will be providing flowers and after-worship refreshments for fellowship 
that Sunday.

Regional Minister LaTaunya Bynum 
speaking on Unity and installing our 
officers for 2020. 



Lent is Here 

The season of Lent is a time we collectively amp up our 
participation as community of faith. Your pastor, elders 
and administrative board have brainstormed 
opportunities during this season to help us all to 
examine our faith and deepen our sense of community. 
Forty days is all we ask. 

Wednesday Soup and Stories – at 5:30 PM we gather in 
Jones Hall for a simple homemade soup and bread meal 
and listen to one of our church members and friends tell the story of their faith journey – how 
they came to Christianity, what epiphanies happened in their lives and why they participate 
with the Christian Church of Pacific Grove. Elder Nancy Bingaman has agreed to organize this 
group, so if you are up for making soup for the group one night or would like to share your 
faith story, please let her know. At the first gathering, February 26 Pastor Dan will offer to 
impose ashes on our foreheads to “mark” Ash Wednesday. 

Friday Taize – Every Friday night at 7 pm  will be Taize night. The chant-like music comes from 
the Taize Christian Community in France. It is short, meditative music that is sung over and 
over. At first you read along and soon you have the song memorized so that you can pray as 
you sing and sing as you pray. Three of the services will be in our sanctuary. Three will be at St. 
Mary’s by the Sea. The sanctuaries will be softly lit and decorated for the event. A gathering of 
instrumentalists and vocalists will lead us through the beautiful services of music, silent prayer 
and liturgy. See Pastor Dan or Music Minister Heidi Toy if you would like to play an instrument 
in the ensemble or sing with the vocalists or help with setting up and tearing down the décor 
in the sanctuary. We are excited to be doing this in an ecumenical spirit with our friends at St. 
Mary’s by the Sea and their new rector, Rev. Kristine A. Johnson. 

Sundays in Lent- You’ll notice a more serious tone in worship during this season. The 
sanctuary is decorated in purple. All of the lectionary readings will be read out loud instead of 
just one. There will be no Hymns by Request, but rather an opening hymn chosen by Heidi Toy 
to create a Lenten mood for the service. Folks bringing flowers are asked to bring purple 
flowers or simple arrangements. 

More exact information about Taize and Holy Week events like the Silent Retreat and Blessing 
of the Palms in the Park will be in the next issue of The Lighthouse. 



                                                           More to Learn 
By Lori Robinson 

 
 There is, indeed, more to learn about becoming Open and Affirming. 
As we open our minds to what such a designation could mean for our Church, we elders hope 
you come to this possibility with open eyes and ears as well. 
 To that end, we plan to screen 6 short (10 minutes each) videos titled, “Body and Soul: 
We Belong,” during Fellowship in the near future.  
To quote from the text description: 
“In increasing numbers, Christians are searching for a faithful response in the church’s 
conversation about what it means to welcome and affirm people of all sexual identities and 
gender expressions.” 
 The date for this viewing will be included in our church bulletin calendar and announced 
during a service.  

You are encouraged to view these videos at your leisure by visiting the 
disciplesallianceq.org website under Resources/Beginning the Journey. 

 
 

    A Word About Stewardship -- Keith Brown 
 
Many of you may recognize me from the choir and my nomination and election as your 
Financial Secretary at the last Annual meeting. Perhaps you didn't realize that I have also 

been serving and will continue to serve in 2020 as the Chair 
of the Stewardship Committee for the Christian Church of 
Pacific Grove. The Stewardship chair serves at the 
invitation of our Moderator, Lori Robinson, who appoints 
church members to boards and committees as needed to 
conduct the necessary functions for which she and the 
trustees are responsible. We help her do her job when it 
comes to planning and organizing fund raising events for 
the Church and more. Some of our key fundraising efforts 
are the Chalice Closet, Talent auction, the 3-in-1 sale and 

Good Old Days.  
  
Our "2020" vision is: "Stewardship is an Opportunity, not an Obligation". Tithes and 
Offerings? Sure, but only to help with an orderly request and ingathering of your freely offered 
gifts. Is Stewardship important work? Yes it is -- the funds raised help us to do the work in the 
world Jesus left for us. Is it just money? No, it's a free offering of your time, talents and 
treasure to do the church's work. So it's an obligation? You could consider it that, but let me 
offer you a thought: it's an opportunity for you to practice your Christian faith, nothing less. It 
can also be quite fun. Can Fellowship be a part of it? Yes, we have a lot of fun. If you would 
like to help us or have an idea for a new "fun-raising" event, please tell Lori or myself. I'll see 
you in Church! 



Carl and Helen Dallmeyer were married in our church 75 years ago. 
Sadly, they have both recently passed on, but we were given these 
items to remember them by. The card is a thank you from their 
daughter for a donation we made in their honor. The photos are 
amazing. The Dallmeyers were able to return to visit us several times 
and made generous donations to the church. We were happy to 
contribute to their favorite charity.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

	

	

	
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
    
 
 
 



 
We hope you will continue to support our church and its mission in this way. 
 
 
 

 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

	
	

	 	 	
	
	

	 	
	
	
	
	
	

1	
	
Chalice	Closet	1-
4pm	
	
	

2	
	
Meditation		
9:45	AM	
	
Worship		
11	AM	
	
	
	
	

3	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

4	
	
Clergy	Lectionary	
@	10AM	
	
	

5	
	
Girl	Scouts	@	5:30	
PM	
	
Choir	@	7:00	PM	
	

6	
	
Lunch	Bunch	@	
noon	
	
Trustees	Meeting	
@	6	PM	

7	
	
Chalice	Closet	12-
4	PM	
	
	

8	
	
Chalice	Closet	1-4	
PM	
	
	
	

9	
	
Meditation		
9:45	AM	
	
Worship		
11	AM	
	
Worship	Leader	
Recognition	Fellowship	
	
	

10	
	

	

11	
	
Clergy	Lectionary	
@	10AM	
	
Executive	Board	
Meeting	@	5:30	
PM		
	
	

12	
	
Girl	Scouts	@	5:30	
PM	
	
Choir	@	7:00	PM	
	

13	
	
Elders	Meeting	@	
6	PM	
	

14	
	
Chalice	Closet	12-
4	PM	
	
	
	
	

15	
	
Chalice	Closet	1-4	
PM	
	
	

16	
	
Meditation		
9:45	AM	
	
Blue	Theology	Worship		
11	AM	
	
	
	
	

17	
	
	

18	
	
Clergy	Lectionary	
@	10AM	
	
Administrative	
Board	@	6:00	PM	

19	
		
Choir	@	7:00	PM	
	

20	
	
CWF	@	10:30	am	
	

21	
	
Chalice	Closet	12-
4	PM	
	

22	
	
Chalice	Closet	1-4	
PM	

23	
	
Meditation		
9:45	AM	
	
Worship		
11	AM	
	

24	
	
	

25	
	
Clergy	Lectionary	
@	10AM	
	

26	
	
Girl	Scouts	@	5:30	
PM	
	
Soup	&	Story	@	
5:30/Ash	
Wednesday	
	
Choir	@	7:00	PM	
	

27	
	
	

28	
	
Chalice	Closet	12-
4	PM	
	
Blue	Theology	
Task	Force	@	4:30	
PM	
	
Taize	@	7:00	PM	

29	
	
Chalice	Closet	1-4	
PM	
	
Book	Club	@	11:00	
AM	
	
PG	UMC	@	9-12	

 

February 2020 
 



Serving Our Church 

Worship Leaders 
2-Alex Pardi 9-Pinkie Weesner 16-Sandi Ellis 23-Janet Billets 

 
Serving Elders 

Thanksgiving    Communion  
         2- Lori Robinson      Nancy Bingaman 
         9- Tom Hoy                Heidi Toy 
         16- Ed Kilgore       Kimberly Brown 
         23- Lori Robinson               Pinkie Weesner  
 

Elder of the Month 
Nancy Bingaman 

 
Deacon of the Month 

Scott Billets 
 

Flowers     Fellowship 
      2- Linda Henderson          Birthday Cake 

       9- Pinkie Weesner          Worship Leader Appreciation 
       16- Blue Theology          Kimberly Brown 
       23- Dawn & Ed Kilgore                             Dawn & Ed Kilgore   
         
                 
 

February Birthdays 
6 Craig Bigelow, Nancy Bingaman 

11 Heidi Toy 
12 Jeff Payne 

20 Brenda Taylor 
22 Pam Brydon 

23 Tom Streeter 
28 James Langford, Bryleigh Sala 

 
February Anniversaries 

25 Kathleen Kennedy & Michael Conley 
 
 

 
 
 



Worship Leader Recognition Sunday:  Please join us for 
services and fellowship hour on Sunday Feb 9th when 

the congregation will recognize and thank all of our 
worship leaders for their service. 

Lent is coming in February 

Starting on Wednesday February 26  at 5:45PM. we will have the very 
popular SOUP and STORIES in Jones Hall 
Come and enjoy a simple soup and hear the stories of Faith and Spirituality from 
others in our Church. There is a sign up sheet in Jones Hall if you wish to 
contribute a soup or share your story during these seven (7) Wednesdays. It is 
true blessing during Lent to slow down and reflect on the path others have taken 
to come and worship in our Church.  
Hope to see you there. 



	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
 

 
 

 
 
       CWF on Thursday, February 20, 2019 at 10:30 AM. 

Lunch at 12 noon, bring a sack lunch.  Pastor’s Bible Study at 1:00 PM.  
All are welcome. 

 
 
 
 

BOOK CLUB! 
 
The selection for our February book club meeting is Strength to Love, by Martin Luther 
King Jr. Dawn Wilson will facilitate the meeting on Saturday, February 29, 11 a.m. to 1 
p.m., in Swann Building.  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 



Former Pastor Dick Donovan “Died 
Peacefully”   
  
Former pastor of the Christian Church of Pacific Grove, career 
military chaplain, and webmaster of SermonWriter Dick 
Donovan died on January 16. Dick’s wife Dale Kathleen Donovan 
wrote this beautiful tribute to him to subscribers of his 
work SermonWriter… 
  
As many of you know, Dick had very serious surgery last 
September.  He came home and tried very hard to get well, 
but his recovery stalled and then reversed.  We could not get 
answers for what was wrong until a visit to the emergency 
room on Christmas Eve.  Then further tests showed that his 
condition had worsened and was incurable.  He entered 
hospice care, and he died peacefully on the evening of 
January 16.  Dick was never afraid to die -- he was looking 
forward to the next adventure, the one in heaven.  I am sure 
beyond doubt that he is fully in the joy of God's presence. 
  
The hospice facility allowed me to stay in his room, and I 
was there nearly constantly for those three weeks.  It was my need and my joy to be with him during that time, 
and I was grateful to be at his side when he passed.  Our children visited many times, and we were blessed with a 
constant awareness of love and peace.  God is good. 
  
Staying with Dick meant neglecting SermonWriter, and I apologize for the lack of subscriber help for the past 
month.  I will be working over the next week to catch up on voicemails and emails asking for assistance.  I ask 
for your patience. 
  
Dick worked nearly a year ahead, so I expect to be able to fulfill most subscriptions.  I will not be taking new 
subscriptions or renewals.  As your subscription reaches what would be its expiration date, I will contact you 
individually. 
  
Your issues of SermonWriter should arrive early each week, on Monday or Tuesday.  For the time being, the 
email will not have a link to the materials online.  I will be working on restoring that feature, but it will be a few 
weeks before I can get that task done.  Those of you who have settled an estate will know that I am in very hectic 
time. 
  
I promised Dick that we, the children and I, would keep the SermonWriter website online into the future.  We 
will do that, and we will be adding Dick's sermons to the site as we are able. 
  
Let me end with a note of thanks.  Dick was devoted to SermonWriter and to his subscribers.  He thought of you 
as his congregation, his friends, and his extended family.  Writing the materials gave him great joy, and it was 
truly his pleasure to communicate with you by phone or email.  You have been such an important part of Dick's 
life and of mine.  I will try my best to manage SermonWriter with the integrity and gratitude with which he 
lived. 
  
Very sincerely, 
Dale Kathleen Donovan 	



 
 

 

 

Wild Women of the West 2020  
  
Early Bird Discount Ends Soon!  
  
Dear CCNC-N Women, 
  
Did you know that in addition to being an amazing Disciples 
Woman, you're also part of the WILD WOMEN OF THE 
WEST? Yes, indeed! All of the women in the Western 
Regions are part of this incredible cohort. And we have BIG 
plans coming up. Keep reading! 
  
The Wild Women of the West will gather on June 12-14, 
2020 for an incredible interregional gathering. The theme for 
the event is Seeking God's Grace in the Desert, and we aim 
to do just that - seek and receive grace. I've heard from a lot 
of you that you are attending, and we are really excited about 
that. 
  
Our planners have worked SO hard to keep registration costs 
low and quality really (like, REALLY) high. It won't be the 
same without you there, and we definitely want Northern 
California to be WELL represented. It's exciting to see it 
all come together from behind the scenes over here to prepare 
the way for YOU to experience the incredible fellowship of 
women so that we know we are not alone. 
  
Plus, guess who one of the keynote speakers is? None other 
than our OWN Regional Minister, Rev. Dr. LaTaunya L. 
Bynum. We are proud, and we want to show her our CCNC-N 
support and cheer! 
  
Early Bird registration is available through Feb. 1, and 
registration is only $99. Yes, you read that correctly - only 
$99 for a FULL weekend event with incredible keynote 
speakers, worship, meaningful connections, and more. 
  
Limited scholarships are available.  
  
Why wait? Register today at https://www.discipleswwow.com 
  
  
Many Blessings! 
  
  
Raiza Spratt and Cathy Perring (Event Coordinators) and 
Katy Valentine (Communications Chair and proud CCNC-N 
Member) 
on behalf of Your WWOW Planning Team 

  

https://www.discipleswwow.com/


THE LIGHTHOUSE 
MONTHLY NEWSLETTER OF CHRISTIAN CHURCH OF PACIFIC GROVE 
 
442 CENTRAL AVE 
PACIFIC GROVE, CA 92950     
 

  
 
 
 
 
 

Church Administration 
Moderator – Lori Robinson 

Vice Moderator – Nancy Bingaman 
Board Secretary/Clerk –Linda Nichols 

Financial Secretary – Perci Paulsell 
Chief Financial Officer - Steve Brydon 

Chair of Trustees - Ken Rockefeller 
Chair of Elders – Frances Weesner 

Chair of Deacons – Janet Billets 
 

Church Staff 
Pastor - Dan Paul 

Minister of Music– Heidi Toy 
Organist- John Shykun 

Choir Director – Pam Brydon 
Administrative Assistant- Nanette Murphy 

Nursery Attendants- Larisa Sutter, Sat Jiwain Khalsa 
 
 

This cool new donate logo ß is 
a hyperlink for those of you 
viewing this in the electronic 
version.  Super exciting and 
super easy. Just click it and  

you can donate to the church. 

 

https://form.jotform.com/82247216784159
https://form.jotform.com/82247216784159

