THE LIGHTHOUSE
THE CHRISTIAN CHURCH
(Disciples of Christ)
OF PACIFIC GROVE
A Spiritual Sanctuary
for the Thinking Christian

442 Central Avenue
Pacific Grove, CA 93950
Phone: (831) 372-0363
Daniel Wm. Paul, Mdiv.
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E-mail:
churchoffice
@pacificgrovechurch.org
Website:
pacificgrovechurch.org
Sunday Schedule
Worship Service 11:00 AM
Fellowship after Worship

In essentials, unity.
In non-essentials, liberty.
In all things, charity.

PGCC: A
Beacon of hope,
faith, love and
Peace.

Notes from the Lions’ Den
… You Might Be a Christian
I enjoyed making this list for a sermon I gave last month. A few of you asked for a copy, so
here it is. In the manner of the routine of comedian Jeff Foxworthy “… you might be a
redneck”… here is “… you might be a Christian” with a tip of the hat to mystic Emmet Fox and
the publishers from Hazelton.
A.
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D.
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G.
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U.
V.
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X.
Y.
Z.

If you have awakened to the understanding of material bondage… you might be a Christian.
If you truly live in this life…
If you have lost the ability to worry…
If you have lost the ability to want to get even…
If you extend kindness and hospitality and loyalty to every person or thing within your ken, especially
to those you dislike…
If you catch yourself praying before doing something difficult…
If the state of your soul is expressed in your outer condition…
If you find people who are different than you to be interesting rather than annoying…
If you have frequent overwhelming episodes of appreciation…
If you have acquired some spiritual understanding of the nature of Being…
If you understand the All-ness of God…
If you have feelings of being connected to others and to nature…
If doing the right thing matters to you…
If you understand the powerlessness of evil in the face of truth…
If you have lost interest in judging others…
If you have lost interest in judging yourself…
If you have an understanding and acceptance of the teaching of Jesus…
If you make every effort to practice Jesus’ way of being everyday…
If you seek to systematically destroy in yourself everything which you know should not be there, things
such as selfishness, pride, vanity, self-righteousness, jealousy, self-pity, resentment, condemnation…
If you have a tendency to think and act spontaneously without fear…
If you find that you are occasionally a blessing to someone you don’t know…
If you find that the people you do know consider you a blessing…
If you never try to force other people to accept spiritual truth, instead try to radiate peace and joy and
pray that enlightenment comes to them…
If you feel your life is enlarged and enriched by prayer, worship and reflection…
If you have gained the ability to love without expecting anything…
If you strive to live your life according to spiritual understandings… you might be a Christian.

See you in church,
dp

Lent is Here
The season of Lent is a time we collectively amp up our participation as community of faith.
Your pastor, elders and administrative board have brainstormed opportunities during this
season to help us all to examine our faith and deepen our sense of community. Forty days is all
we ask.
Wednesday Soup and Stories – at 5:30 PM we gather in Jones Hall for a simple homemade
soup and bread meal and listen to one of our church members and friends tell the story of
their faith journey – how they came to Christianity, what epiphanies happened in their lives
and why they participate with the Christian Church of Pacific Grove. Elder Nancy Bingaman has
agreed to organize this group, so if you are up for making soup for the group one night or
would like to share your faith story, please let her know. At the first gathering, February 26
Pastor Dan will offer to impose ashes on our foreheads to “mark” Ash Wednesday.
Friday Taizé – Every Friday night at 7 pm will be Taizé night. The chant-like music comes from
the Taizé Christian Community in France. It is short, meditative music that is sung over and
over. At first you read along and soon you have the song memorized so that you can pray as
you sing and sing as you pray. Three of the services will be in our sanctuary. Three will be at St.
Mary’s by the Sea. The sanctuaries will be softly lit and decorated for the event. A gathering of
instrumentalists and vocalists will lead us through the beautiful services of music, silent prayer
and liturgy. See Pastor Dan or Music Minister Heidi Toy if you would like to play an instrument
in the ensemble or sing with the vocalists or help with setting up and tearing down the décor
in the sanctuary. We are excited to be doing this in an ecumenical spirit with our friends at St.
Mary’s by the Sea and their new rector, Rev. Kristine A. Johnson.
Sundays in Lent- You’ll notice a more serious tone in worship during this season. The
sanctuary is decorated in purple. All of the lectionary readings will be read out loud instead of
just one. There will be no Hymns by Request, but rather an opening hymn chosen by Heidi Toy
to create a Lenten mood for the service. Folks bringing flowers are asked to bring purple
flowers or simple arrangements.
Silent Retreat – Saturday, April 4 – 9 am – 4 pm. You are invited to gather in Jones Hall at 9 am
do begin a day of “fasting from speaking”. Breakfast and Lunch will be provided. Live,
meditative music will be played most of the day in the sanctuary. There will be opportunities
for group meditation and silent prayer.
Palms in the Park – Palm Sunday, April 5 – we will be joined by friends from St. Mary’s by-theSea in Berwick Park for the blessing of the palms at 9 am followed by a light breakfast in Jones
Hall.

Trustee Report and Newsletter Article
February 2020
By Ken Rockefeller Trustee Chair
No action items for this month so far. We are still working on our already projects in
progress. The interior of the Swann is getting closer every day to being a little bit brighter
with its new dressing of paint. We even have added a little color up top with a painted
version of crown molding. The showers will be hooked up or at least well on their way by
the end of this month and soon we will be ready to host our first Blue Theology group in
April. We are still in a holding pattern concerning the gas line dilemma but look forward to
finally putting that project to bed. The Trustees are always on guard and are always
looking for ways to continue keeping our church campus safe and secure. We welcome any
and all suggestions and or concerns, so please share with us your thoughts. Last but not
least by any means the Trustees have implemented a cleaning of the toys program in our
nursery. Each and every toy that has been played with receives its very own cleaning,
disinfected, and sterilized. Sweet!!!
The Trustees have big plans for 2020 and if you are interested in participating in any of
our projects all you need to do is show up. Join us at 6pm on the first Thursday of every
month at the church unless otherwise posted. See you there!!

Dan & Gloria Heaton
from Seattle stopped
by to see the
sanctuary in which
they were married
50 years ago.

News from AllianceQ: January/February 2020
Open & Affirming Ministries and Regional O&A Teams
“You’re not alone… This ministry goes much beyond individual churches.” from a meeting with the Regional
Open & Affirming Team of the CCIW Disciples.
Churches, you’re not alone. Families, you’re not alone. You, you are not alone.
Find an Open & Affirming Ministry here. Learn about the welcoming journey here. Join us as we celebrate new
O& A ministries:
Maumelle Community Christian Church is described as a place that welcomes “all God’s beautiful outcasts!”

When the community started worshiping together they sang Alan Jackson hymns and had DIY communion but
Jason Hastings says they have “come a long way and sang the Sanctus last Sunday. They are hungry and
curious and they welcome ALL.” First Christian Church Maumelle – Community Christian Church – has a deep
and wide and authentic welcome! With joy, the church is officially an Open & Affirming ministry with the
Disciples LGBTQ+ Alliance of the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ). The congregation says it “looks
forward to the day when everyone, no matter who they are, may have a seat at the table, their voice heard, and
the assurance they are God’s beloved children.” Amen! All are welcome at Maumelle Community Christian
Church in Arkansas!

Steadfastly committed to the embrace and empowerment of all God’s children, Heights Christian Church in
Houston, Texas, is officially an Open & Affirming congregation with the Disciples LGBTQ+ Alliance of the
Christian Church (Disciples of Christ).

Heights voted to become O&A in 2016, revised bylaws and included an employment non-discrimination clause
in late 2019, and approved an annual gift to the Alliance on January 12, 2020. What a journey and what a
beautiful welcome that is being lived into at Heights Christian Church. Gratitude to all there and to Elizabeth
Grasham for her ministry!

At its December 15th congregational meeting FCC OKC voted unanimously to approve its open & affirming
statement. In part, the statement reads: “Diversity is a gift from God, and we are called to celebrate our
differences as well as what makes us the same. We know that the church has at times rejected diversities, and
denied God’s promises for itself and for others. So without reservation, we proclaim:
“You are a beloved child of God, embraced as you are at the Welcoming Table of our Lord. Together let us
share God’s love so completely, that we might make a difference in God’s world!”
Pastor John Malget says, “This has been in the works for a long time, and we are ready to move forward
boldly!” A proud welcome to First Christian Church of OKC as an Open & Affirming Ministry with the
Disciples LGBTQ+ Alliance of the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ)!

March 2020

We hope you will continue to support our church and its mission in this way.
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Meditation
9:45 AM

Super Tuesday

Girl Scouts @ 5:30
PM

Lunch Bunch @
noon

Chalice Closet 124 PM

Chalice Closet 14pm

Worship
11 AM

Clergy Lectionary
@ 10 AM

Soup & Stories @
5:30 PM

Trustees Meeting
@ 6 PM

Taizé 7 PM @ St
Mary’s
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11
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13

14

Meditation
9:45 AM

Clergy Lectionary
@ 10 AM

Girl Scouts @ 5:30
PM

Chalice Closet 124 PM

Chalice Closet 1-4
PM

Worship/Girl Scout
Sunday
11 AM

Exec & Fin. Board
Meeting @ 5:30
PM

Soup & Stories @
5:30 PM

Taizé 7 PM

17
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19

20

21

Girl Scouts @ 5:30
PM

CW/MF @ 10:30
AM

Chalice Closet 124 PM

Administrative
Board Retreat 10
AM

Soup & Stories @
5:30 PM

Elder’s meeting @
6:00 PM

Taizé 7 PM @ St
Mary’s

24

25

26

27

28

Clergy Lectionary
@ 10 AM

Girl Scouts @ 5:30
PM

Chalice Closet 124 PM

Chalice Closet 1-4
PM

Soup & Stories @
5:30 PM

Taizé 7 PM

8

9

Pancake Fundraiser @
12:30 PM
15

16

Meditation
9:45 AM

Clergy Lectionary
@ 10 AM

Worship
11 AM

22

23

Meditation
9:45 AM
Worship
11 AM

Chalice Closet 1-4
PM

Bible Study Class @ 1:00
PM
29

30

Meditation
9:45 AM

31
Clergy Lectionary
@ 10 AM

Worship
11 AM

Chalice Closet is in need of volunteers. See Pam
Brydon or sign up on the calendar in Jones Hall.

Serving Our Church
Worship Leaders
1- Patrick Flanigan 8- Jackie Burns 15- Tom Hoy 22- Scott Billets 29- Reuben Negron
Serving Elders

Thanksgiving
1-Lori Robinson
8-Nancy Bingaman
15-Nancy Bingaman
22-Ed Kilgore
29-Tom Hoy

Communion
Kimberly Brown
Tom Hoy
Lori Robinson
Kimberly Brown
Ed Kilgore

Elder of the Month
Tom Hoy
Deacon of the Month
Patricia Hoffman
Flowers
1-Lori Robinson
815- Flanigan’s
2229-

Fellowship
Birthday Cake
Pancakes
Flanigan’s
Katrin Shamshiri

March Birthdays
5 Keith Brown
15 Charlie Bestor
18 Nancy Burton Hoy & Karen Manchester
23 Geoff Bingaman
31 Hans Lovejoy
March Anniversaries
17 Alex & Aleatha Pardi

Taizé in Pacific Grove
Interested in cantoring or
playing in the Taizé ensemble?
Contact musical director Heidi
Toy at MusicalToy@aol.com

Music ~ Prayer ~ Silence
Fridays during Lent 7-8 pm
Friday February 28, 2020 --- The Christian Church of Pacific Grove

442 Central Avenue

Friday, March 6, 2020 --- St. Mary’s by-the-Sea Episcopal Church

146 Twelfth Street

Friday, March 13, 2020 --- The Christian Church of Pacific Grove

442 Central Avenue

Friday, March 20,2020 --- St. Mary’s by-the-Sea Episcopal Church

146 Twelfth Street

Friday, March 27, 2020 --- The Christian Church of Pacific Grove

442 Central Avenue

Friday, April 3, 2020 --- St. Mary’s by-the-Sea Episcopal Church

146 Twelfth Street

The Taizé Community is an ecumenical monastic order in Taizé, France. It is composed of
more than one hundred brothers, from Protestant and Catholic traditions, who originate from
about thirty countries across the world. The community, though Western European in origin,
has sought to include people and traditions worldwide. They have sought to demonstrate this
in the music and prayers where songs are sung in many languages, and have included chants
and icons from the Eastern Orthodox tradition. The music emphasizes simple phrases, usually
lines from Psalms or other pieces of Scripture, repeated and sometimes also sung in canon.
Ecumenical services based on this model and music are held in many churches throughout
the world.

Lent
Wednesday’s at 5:30 PM. we will have the very popular SOUP and STORIES in
Jones Hall. Come and enjoy a simple soup and hear the stories of Faith and
Spirituality from others in our Church. There is a sign-up sheet in Jones Hall if
you wish to contribute a soup or share your story during these seven (7)
Wednesdays. It is true blessing during Lent to slow down and reflect on the path
others have taken to come and worship in our Church.
Hope to see you there.

CW&MF on Thursday, March 19, 2019 at 10:30 AM.
Lunch at 12 noon, bring a sack lunch. Pastor’s Bible Study at 1:00 PM.
All are welcome.

March 8th Pancake Fundraiser
During Fellowship time at 12:30 PM with Chef Cynthia Jewett
Come support our Youth
All proceeds will go to
Camping Fund
**

THE LIGHTHOUSE
MONTHLY NEWSLETTER OF CHRISTIAN CHURCH OF PACIFIC GROVE
442 CENTRAL AVE
PACIFIC GROVE, CA 92950

This cool new donate logo ß is
a hyperlink for those of you
viewing this in the electronic
version. Super exciting and
super easy. Just click it and
you can donate to the church.

Church Administration
Moderator – Lori Robinson
Vice Moderator – Nancy Bingaman
Board Secretary/Clerk –Linda Nichols
Financial Secretary – Perci Paulsell
Chief Financial Officer - Steve Brydon
Chair of Trustees - Ken Rockefeller
Chair of Elders – Frances Weesner
Chair of Deacons – Janet Billets

Church Staff
Pastor - Dan Paul
Minister of Music– Heidi Toy
Organist- John Shykun
Choir Director – Pam Brydon
Administrative Assistant- Nanette Murphy
Nursery Attendants- Larisa Sutter, Sat Jiwain Khalsa

