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In essentials, unity. 
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In all things, charity. 
 

 



   

 Notes from the Lions’ Den                                   
And whenever you pray, do not be like the hypocrites; for they love to 
stand and pray in the synagogues and at the street corners, so that 
they may be seen by others. Truly I tell you, they have received their 
reward.  But whenever you pray, go into your room and shut the door 
and pray to your Father who is in secret; and your Father who sees in secret will reward you. 

 --- Matthew 6: 5-7 
 
My friend Bill Thomas said this recently – “This is the Lentiest Lent I ever Lented.” And so, in this liturgical 
season when we are encouraged to keep things simple and to practice our spiritual disciplines, here we are 
mandated to stay at home. It makes it easier to really practice what Jesus talks about in the Sermon on the 
Mount about prayer - But whenever you pray, go into your room and shut the door and pray to your Father 
who is in secret… 
 
I know several of you keep a personal prayer list so that when you pray you have concerns to lift up in prayer. 
Lori Trumbo sends her list to me often so I can add her concerns to mine. 
 
In thinking about our current situation I’ve decided to make a prayer list to address some of the new things to 
bring to prayer. 
 

- Prayers for the sick and dying, those I know and those I don’t know, for their grieving families and 
friends. For their doctors and nurses. 

- Prayers for those who are staying home in difficult and sometimes dangerous homes. Prayers for the 
children in severely dysfunctional homes. 

- Prayers for those experiencing financial hardship. 
- Prayers for the extroverts who are struggling with isolation. 
- Prayers for those in recovery from addiction who are struggling with isolation. 
- Prayers for those suffering from depression. 
- Prayers for those living alone with no support. 
- Prayers for all living or working in our jails and prisons. 
- Prayers for all living or working in our hospitals. 
- Prayers for those who already suffer from fear, anxiety and stress. 
- Prayers for those who already are food insecure. 
- Prayers for those who are unbearably lonely. 
- Prayers for those whose life is out-of-balance by not having access to a sanctuary in which to worship. 
- Prayers for researchers working feverishly to find a vaccine. 
- Prayers for civil and religious leaders. 
- Prayers for all who are learning to do ministry and fellowship in new ways. 
- Blessings on all who offer assistance to their neighbors, who make frequent phone calls, email 

messages and texts, who send cards and well-wishes. 
- Blessings to all under 50 who are making sacrifices and life changes as an act of love for all who are 

compromised by this pandemic. 
- Prayers for the Christian Church of Pacific Grove. May we glean wisdom, insight and a deeper sense of 

spiritual community in these days. 
- Blessings to all who are opening their hearts and learning to be silent and listen for the still, small voice 

of God. 

 



- Blessings to all who remind others that they are loved and deeply valued.

I am continuing to compose a sermon and worship service each week and sending them as email messages on 
Saturday evenings for you to use at home. I encourage you to do that at 11 AM on Sundays. If you haven’t 
been receiving the sermons and would like to receive them, please send a note to 
churchoffice@pacificgrovechurch.org 

Wishing you peace, rest, hope and patience, 

Pastor Dan Paul 

Supporting Christian Church of Pacific Grove Online 
 As everyone should be aware by now, the state of California and the city of Pacific Grove are under 

official orders to stay at home. These are difficult times and our utmost priority should be the health and safety 
of our loved ones, including our church family, our friends and neighbors. As many of our members are in high 
risk categories (over 60, suffering from underlying health conditions, etc.), even if we were legally permitted to 
hold services, we would likely refrain from doing so in person until the crisis passes.  

One unfortunate consequence of this stay at home order is that our normal sources of funds to keep the 
church running have been significantly reduced. Good Old Days was canceled, the Chalice Closet is closed, 
Blue Theology cannot host visiting groups, and the weekly offerings are no longer collected. Nevertheless, most 
of our expenses continue. The board has voted to continue the salaries of our staff, which is vitally important at 
this time. We all know people who have lost their income as a result of this crisis. We want to support our 
dedicated staff—from Pastor Dan to our musicians to our Administrative Assistant to our housekeeper.   

Thus, if you are able to continue your tithes and offerings to the church, you may continue to mail 
checks, but even more convenient and not requiring any human interaction, you can make a donation by 
clicking on this donate button.  

Thanks to all of you for your support. Stay well. 
Steve Brydon 
Chief Financial Officer 

https://form.jotform.com/82247216784159


General Minister and President offers pastoral word in response to COVID19 pandemic 

Posted on March 13, 2020 at 2:59 pm. 

“Hello Disciples, this is your General Minister and President Terri Hord Owens. 

Psalm 46 tells us that God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in time of trouble. Therefore, we will 
not fear, though the earth should change and the mountains even crumble into the sea. there is a lot going on 
in our world today that causes us fear – rumors of wars, economic instability, clashes within our own society, 
anxiety over election results, and of course the COVID19 coronavirus. 

Here at Disciples Center we are working across our general ministries to ensure that essential tasks are being 
carried out – but also that our staff are safe, and we’re encouraging as many people to work at home as can. 
We’ll be sure to keep you posted on any changes to our schedule here at Disciples Center. 

After consultation with the moderators of the General Assembly, I have decided to suspend my own travel and 
public appearances for the time being. One of the most important things that we can all do during this time is to 
follow the guidance and counsel of state and local authorities, as well as the recommendations from 
the Centers for Disease Control (CDC) and the World Health Organization (WHO). 

Please continue to visit our website, disciples.org, where we have compiled a list of resources and other 
valuable information – everything from the most recent guidance from the CDC and the World Health 
Organization, to helpful suggestions and plans shared from other regions and congregations throughout the 
Church. I know you will find this resource helpful. 

During these difficult and uncertain times, it’s so important that we stay connected as Church. I encourage you 
to follow us regularly on our social media outlets: Facebook, Twitter, and Instagram. In addition, please go to 
our website, disciples.org, and sign up for our weekly e-newsletter Disciples News Service. We’ll be 
communicating with you on a very regular basis through our social media and sending out weekly updates via 
email. You want to be sure to get the latest news and information from across the Church. 

Week of Compassion, the ministry that responds to natural disasters across our Church, will be, in fact, helping 
us to manage the Church’s response to outbreaks and cases of coronavirus. if you have a case in your 
congregation or in your region, please contact Week of Compassion, just as you would during any difficult 
situation, and they are prepared to help coordinate resources to ensure that whatever we can do for churches, 
families, and congregations, we are in a position to do. Week of Compassion will still be there. 

Church, it’s hard to stay faithful during times of difficulty and uncertainty, in times when we’re simply fearful. 
But our scripture for the General Assembly in 2021, Romans 8:38-39, reminds us of Paul’s own confidence in 
the gospel of Jesus Christ. Paul says, ‘I am convinced’ that neither death, nor life, nor height, nor depth, nor 
powers, nor principalities, nor anything in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God which is 
in Christ Jesus. 

During these times, I hope that you will continue to practice your own spiritual disciplines of prayer and Bible 
study, to remind yourself that God is still with us. We pray for you daily and we’ll continue to pray for you. I am 
convinced that God will take care of us, that God will lead us through these difficult moments. 

Be sure to follow the good advice that’s being given to you by health officials, take care of yourselves, be 
conservative with your own exposure to public events, and know that we are praying for you, that God loves 
you. 

Disciples, I am convinced that nothing in all of creation will be able to separate us from the love of God which is 
in Jesus. Let’s stay connected, and together we’ll get through this. God bless you. We’ll be praying for you.” 



Five Ways To Be The Church When Church Is 
Canceled 
 MARCH 13,  2020 BY ERIN WATHEN 
   
Seems like the notion of “cancel culture” just took on a whole new dimension. 

School — canceled. Vacation– canceled. Basketball tournaments and horse races– both the lifeblood 
of my people– canceled. Conferences, retreats, events of all kinds– canceled, eliminated, done-zo. In a 
matter of a few days, this thing has gone from “wash your hands and cover your cough” to a 
significant lifestyle change that most of us have not experienced in our lifetime. 

Of all the cancellations, perhaps the most unnerving of all is the call, in many areas, to cancel church 
worship services. This seems counterintuitive in a time when people are anxious and need 
community; when people are facing economic uncertainty and need support; and when people are 
fearful and need the comfort of prayer and connection. And yet– we have to acknowledge that “large 
gatherings” are a hotspot for the spread of disease, and that church services can be pretty cozy 
experiences as far as personal space goes. For all of our best efforts to eliminate hand shaking and 
peace passing, and to modify communion practices, the best way to protect folks right now is to keep 
them apart. 

It’s sad. It’s painful. It goes against every impulse of church leaders who proclaim faith in a God who 
is bigger than human fear. And it rubs up against the ego of those who think of themselves as hardy 
enough to weather any storm and get to church early to get the coffee going. 

I get it. I really do. But sometimes, painful as it is, cancelling is the responsible, compassionate thing 
to do, and anything else is just hubris. Think of this illness as the black ice of liability. If there is a 
blizzard, you might be able to get to church. But if you can’t clear the sidewalks and the parking lots, 
do you really want to invite people into a hazard situation–the invisible threat that is just under the 
surface? This is like that. Sure, folks who are not sick are going to feel like they should still come to 
church. But they could be carrying something they don’t know they have yet, and pass it right on to 
their elderly or immunocompromised neighbor. 

There are many unknowns here. There is unprecedented territory ahead, and nobody can say how 
long it might last. So if it does come down to canceling services at your place, here are some things to 
remember, and some ways to keep “being the Church,” even when you can’t be in the church building. 

1. Support your pastors. And elders, and trustees and board members– whoever has to make 
the really hard decisions about whether and how to gather in times of uncertainty. There is no 
road map for this, and there is no one right answer. Trust that the folks who ultimately make the 
call spent some time in prayer, discernment, and very difficult conversations. Know that they 



heavily weighed consequences, including your disappointment, and ultimately did what they 
thought was the best thing for the wellbeing of the community. Thank them for having your best 
interests at heart, and then 

2. Send in your pledge. This may seem like a small thing in the grand scheme right now, but 
trust me. It matters that you continue to get your offering in, as long as you are fiscally able. This 
is a great time to reexamine online giving options, or encourage folks to sign up for automatic 
withdrawal. Even the healthiest congregations can find themselves in the hole, and quick, after 
just a few Sundays of missed offerings. If you can’t give online, mail in a check, send a carrier 
pigeon, do what you have to do. Even if the building is empty, bills and salaries need to be paid; 
what’s more, you’re helping your church maintain mission commitments to the community in a 
time when that commitment is more important than ever. 

3. Check on your neighbors. You older neighbors, your neighbor on chemo, your neighbor 
whose kid relies on free school lunch, your neighbor who still has to go to work and could use 
help with childcare… Any time you help someone in your proximity, you are living out the values 
of your faith community. You are embodying what the whole gospel thing is about, which takes 
church out of the building and brings it to life for others. This is what we go to church to learn 
how to do– it is ‘for such a time as this’ that you have spent all those other Sundays in worship. 

4. Pray for your church family. And send notes. Make phone calls. All the things that we do 
for shut-ins, do for each other now that we are all shut-ins, so to speak. We are one body, even 
when that body is not together in the flesh. There are plenty of ways to stay connected in spirit, 
and care for each others’ spiritual needs. 

5. Practice Sabbath. For some, this shutdown of life as we know it is going to cause significant 
economic hardship. In the spirit of #3, care for your neighbor as best as you can. In the 
meantime, recognize if your own discomfort is just inconvenience, and keep that perspective. 
Recognize that downtime can be a gift– an imposed sabbath of time to sit still and be with your 
family, without the usual rush of places to be and things to accomplish. Read together; prepare 
meals together (can you share with a neighbor? #3 and repeat); maybe even binge watch some 
Netflix together. When’s the last time everybody was home for this long? Talk about what you 
can learn from this season. Talk about your blessings. Play a game. Make something. Listen to 
music. It really doesn’t matter. Any of these things can be worshipful in their own way, if by 
‘worship’ we mean rest and renewal by way of connecting with God and others. 

“Cancel culture” might have a whole new meaning; but “let the Church be the Church” still stands. 

	
	
	
	



	
 
News from AllianceQ: January/February	2020 

"Imagining the Possibilities": A Story of Welcome 
*contributed by Alysha Laperche, AllianceQ	Ministry	Intern 
When I got to seminary, I was burnt out on church. Prior to beginning an MDiv program, I had been serving on 
staff at a large, evangelical church in the Sacramento area. There were many tenuous moments during my time 
there, as my theology evolved and I was learning to affirm my own identity. As a bisexual person serving on 
staff at a non-affirming church, the most difficult dynamic was the harsh reality that I absolutely had to stay 
closeted to stay safe and to stay employed. When I look back and think about it, this experience was a 
resounding echo of almost every church experience I had up until that point. The messaging at this church and 
so many other churches was clear: I could only serve, lead, be a member, and participate fully in the life of the 
church if I were straight. 

So, when I got to seminary, I was burnt out on church. But I was craving a close-knit community. This led me 
to accept the invitation of one of my classmates to attend Gathering Desire – a small, Christian Church 
(Disciples of Christ) plant on our campus. That night, one of my new friends delivered the sermon. I had come 
out to her earlier that week, and she responded with a warm smile and by saying, “me too!”. As she spoke the 
homily, she looked around and made eye contact with each of us, saying: “You are loved by God”. This 
moment stopped me in my tracks and brought me to tears. In that small room, surrounded by a few other 
seminary students, I experienced church in a new way. I experienced the almost-palpable impact of welcome. I 
felt myself start to believe, for the first time, that this could be true: I could be LGBTQIA+, and be loved by 
God. 
These dynamic moments of connection are the energy behind the mission of setting a place at the table for 
people of all gender expressions and sexual orientations. We imagine the possibility of the creation, support, 
transformation, and expansion of these spaces of welcome. We work so that many more folks might experience 
the belonging that I have found. We pursue this mission so that many more folks might experience a story of 
welcome, to do a new thing in the place of their stories of un-welcome. 

All spaces of welcome, in their many forms, are conduits for love and opportunities for healing. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
We hope you will continue to support our church and its mission in this way. 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

	 	 	
	

1	
	
	

2	
	
Alexander	Pardi	
Birthday	

3	
	
	

4	
	
Janet	Billets	&	
Lauren	Perez	
Hutchinson	
Birthday	
	

5	
	
	
	

6	
	
Brian	Sheffield	
Birthday	

7	
	
	

8	
	
	Michelle	Capello	
Birthday	

9	
	
	

10	
	
	
	

11	
	
	
	
	

12	
	

Easter	
Sunday	

13	
	

	

14	
	
	

15	
	
	

16	
	
	

17	
	
	

18	
	
Marc	Bingaman	&	
Jennifer	Grode	
Birthday	

19	
	
	
	

20	
	
	

21	
	
	

22	
		
		

23	
	
Joy	Brittain	&	
Elaine	Harris	
Anniversary	

24	
	
	

25	
	
Lori	Robinson	
Birthday	
	
Mike	Dremel	&	
Frances	Weesner	
Anniversary	

26	
	
Perci	Paulsell	Birthday	

27	
	
	

28	
	
	

29	
	
	

30	
	
	

	 	

 

April 2020 
 



During this time of stay home orders Patrick Flanigan has emailed some poems.  
We are hoping that these find you safe and well and offer a blessing to you and 
yours. 
 
This	short	poem	is	offered	in	memory	of	
Charlie	Bestor	who	loved	the	sea,	his	

family,	and	his	church. 
	

THE	COAST	
	

Nervous	little	birds	
dart	across	the	face	
of	a	seaside	cliff.	

	
Endless	waves	
roll	and	foam	

rattling	the	rocks	below.	
	

A	black	cat	with	no	tail	
stretches	in	the	

sunlit	garden	above.	
	

Life	moves	and	sings	
out	of	the	great	silence	

all	around.	
	

from	When	Sunflowers	Speak	by	P.	W.	Flanigan 
 

		
	
	
	
	

	
	
	

There	was	a	time	when	we	could	shop	wherever	
or	whenever	we	wanted.	Today’s	little	poem	
reminds	us	of	those	days	and	might	make	us	

laugh.	
	

WHILE	SHOPPING	
	

He	had	forgotten	about	his	soul	
until	he	saw	the	sign	that	said	

“Full	and	Part	Time	
Career	Opportunities	Available	

Inquire	Within”	
	

He	spent	the	rest	of	the	day	
inquiring	within	

until	he	heard	a	faint	voice	
that	told	him	
slow	down,	
listen	more,	
stoop	to	look	

into	the	eyes	of	children,	
have	a	nice	day	

and	come	back	real	soon.	
	

from	Milk	and	Coffee	by	P.	W.	Flanigan	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	



	
Some	thoughts	for	the	first	day	of	spring.	

	
THE	GREEN	OF	SPRING	

	
After	months	of	rain	
everything	seems	new,	
fragile,	and	green.	
Blades	of	grass	

cover	the	meadow,	
yellow-green	leaves	
adorn	the	trees,	
green	buds	

swell	atop	stems,	
the	brick	path	

is	mossy	and	slick.	
	

But	the	bark	
of	the	ancient	oaks,	
pines,	and	cypress	
are	not	new,	

fragile,	or	green.	
They	are	creviced	and	wrinkled,	

scarred	and	rough.	
They	are	the	brown	color	
of	the	rich,	moist	earth	

that	each	year	
gives	birth	

to	the	bright	green	
of	springtime.	

from	Surviving	the	Storm	by	P.	W.	Flanigan	

 
	
Maybe	it’s	time	for	each	of	us	to	write	our	own	

poem.	
	

POEMS	IN	YOUR	LIFE	
	

Have	you	found	any	poems	
in	your	life?	

	
I	do	not	mean	your	life	
measured	in	years.	

I	mean	your	life	measured	
in	the	breaths	you	have	taken,	

songs	heard	or	sung,	
pain	felt	or	caused,	

sand	and	stones	touched,	
wind	and	waves	that	have	

washed	over	you.	
	

If	you	have	been	awake,	seeing,	
listening,	open	or	in	a	shell,	
surely	you	can	find	a		poem	

in	your	life.	
	

Please	share	it	with	me.	
	

from	Freestanding	Verse	by	P.	W.	Flanigan	
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Church Administration 
Moderator – Lori Robinson 

Vice Moderator – Nancy Bingaman 
Board Secretary/Clerk –Linda Nichols 

Financial Secretary – Perci Paulsell 
Chief Financial Officer - Steve Brydon 

Chair of Trustees - Ken Rockefeller 
Chair of Elders – Frances Weesner 

Chair of Deacons – Janet Billets 
 

Church Staff 
Pastor - Dan Paul 

Minister of Music– Heidi Toy 
Organist- John Shykun 

Choir Director – Pam Brydon 
Administrative Assistant- Nanette Murphy 

Nursery Attendants- Larisa Sutter, Sat Jiwain Khalsa 
 
 

This cool new donate logo ß is 
a hyperlink for those of you 
viewing this in the electronic 
version.  Super exciting and 
super easy. Just click it and  

you can donate to the church. 

 

https://form.jotform.com/82247216784159

