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Daniel Wm. Paul, Mdiv. Pastor
E-mail:
churchoffice
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Sunday Schedule
Worship Service 11:00 AM
Fellowship after Worship

In essentials, unity.
In non-essentials, liberty.
In all things, charity.

Notes from the Lion’s Den
Reaching Out during the Pandemic
I was glad when they said to me,
“Let us go to the house of the LORD!”
For the sake of my relatives and friends
I will say, “Peace be within you.”
For the sake of the house of the LORD our God,
I will seek your good.
--- Psalm 122
Our newest member, Nanette Murphy, just sent me the information about who is watching our Sunday morning worship
services. In the month of August, our YouTube channel got 12 new subscribers (we have 49). During August, there were
430 views watching in total of 5,782 minutes. Not a bad start.
Never before has it been so easy to invite someone to attend a worship service with our church!

You could easily forward to a neighbor or friend the link to the service that you receive each week from the church office.
You could simply personally invite someone to check out the banner on our bell tower to get information on how to
“join” us for worship.
You could host a watching party and have a conversation about the service after you decide on at time to watch it.
You could “broadcast” the link to the service through your social media.
As ever, I enjoy visiting with you during Noon coffee hour on Sundays and the “We Call Ourselves Disciples” Friday
evening discussion group. I sure hope more of you decide to participate. Let us know if you need help learning how to
use your computer or smart phone to be with us.
I have received a grant from the Disciples Home Missions to take a personal retreat, so I will be renting a cabin at our
church camp The Community of the Great Commission and will be off-the-grid from September 11-18. I’m sure worship
on September 20 will include lots of footage of our beautiful camp in the Sierra foothills. Nanette and Elder Lori Robinson
will know how to contact me if there is a dramatic pastoral concern.
God’s Grace be with you. May you dwell in Christ’s Peace.
Pastor Dan

Pacific Grove’s

Blessing of the Animals

Berwick Park
(next to the whale sculpture)

Sunday, October 4, 2020
2:00 PM

BOARD SPLINTERS
Administrative Board meeting on August 18, 2020
All were in attendance at our Zoom meeting hosted by our Moderator.
● Recurring Virtual Events: Recurring Friday Discussions with Guest
Speakers, 6:00PM on Zoom; Sunday YouTube Service; Sunday Zoom
Coffee Hour at noon hosted by Keith Brown.
● Book Club hosted by Janet Billets: On August 1st we reviewed, “The
Universal Christ” by Richard Rohr. Our next Zoom meeting is set for
Saturday, September 19 at 11:00 AM. We will review, “The Sermon on
the Mount” by Emmet Fox. It was agreed that our policy is now that
participants will purchase their own books.
● Interest in a Virtual Talents Auction: Pastor Dan Paul renewed the
possibility of setting up a Virtual Talents Auction in January. Pastor Dan
is looking for volunteers to help with set up and digital help. One fun
idea was sharing a catalog of the items up for bid.
● Elder Outreach: The next Elders Zoom meeting is scheduled for
September 3, hosted by Chair Pinkie Weesner.
● Placing CCPG in the state historical registry. Do any members know
how to go about placing the church as a state historical site? Volunteers
needed to research.
● Deacons want to be of service: Options include: assisting Elders with
calls and emails, postcards etc. An idea for the future would be to open
the Sanctuary at some point for communion and meditation. Deacons
are willing to be on site to maintain proper protocols and take care of
sanitization. Pastor Dan wondered if the Deacons might want to
present a short daily devotional during Advent which could be aired
via YouTube. Chair Janet Billets will share these proposals at the next
Deacon meeting. Elders would be asked to oversee these events.
● Women’s Fall Retreat on Zoom: September 17-19th. More info to
follow. Lori and Nancy will disseminate the information when it is
available. “ Singing a New Church into Being” is the theme of the retreat.
● Payroll Protection Program: We have been offered enough to cover
the shortfall for this year. We were able to keep everyone on our payroll
and hopefully, the loan will be forgiven. If that happens, the Board will
determine how to pay the amount forward in future donations to
Outreach.
● Review of Budget for 2021: The Board reviewed and discussed the
proposed budget for 2021.
● CCPG Annual Meeting in November: The Annual Meeting will look
different this year. We are planning to conduct most of it through the
mail. Documents including: the Moderator’s letter, the proposed
budget, slate of officers and ballot will be sent to members at least 30
days prior to the meeting date. They will receive prepaid envelopes in

which to place their ballots for return. The Board will answer questions
through phone calls and emails prior to a Zoom meeting presentation.
● Election of Representatives for the September Annual Meeting on
Saturday, September 26 at 10:00 AM. Linda Nichols and Lori Robinson
have volunteered to act as voting representatives. Lori will collect the
names of interested alternates, and the Board will vote on this item
during our next meeting. All are invited to attend.
● Donation for next I-HELP Dinner on October 29 . Mike Dremel,
contact. A monetary donation will be made rather than purchase and
preparation of food.
● Upcoming meeting Times and Dates:
September 22, October 20, November 17, December ?.

SEPTEMBER BOOK CLUB MEETING!
The selection for our September book club meeting is The Sermon on the Mount:
The Key to Success in Life, by Emmet Fox. Linda Nichols will facilitate the discussion
on Saturday, September 19, from 11:00 to 12:30 p.m. via Zoom. Please let Janet
Billets know if you would like to receive a Zoom invitation to this meeting.

Blue Theology Mission Station Produces a Virtual Learning/Serving Event
By Kimberly Brown and Dan Paul
The task force of the Blue Theology Mission Station was deeply saddened that COVID19 prevented us from
hosting the 10 youth groups that were scheduled to attend learning/serving experiences this summer. In June,
Amanda Robinson, Ocean Policy & Fundraising Consultant of Creation Justice Ministries informed mission
director Dan Paul that she and Shantha Ready Alonso, Executive Director wrote a Grant on behalf of the Blue
Theology Mission Station, which was awarded to offer a virtual Blue Theology program. Creation Justice
Ministries was willing and able to host the event. Within a matter of several weeks of good collaboration, the
program was created. It launched on July 27 and 28. Three youth groups attended the two day, 3 hour/day
event. The groups attended via Zoom from Normandy Park United Church of Christ in Washington, First
Christian Church of North Hollywood, CA, and First Christian Church of Orange, CA. There were 40
participants each day.
Five core goals to accomplish: learning, serving, advocating, inspiration and worship. We are delighted to
report that all goals were achieved.
Day 1 July 27:
The day started with a video devotional and welcoming introduction by DHM Interim President Rev. Sheila
Spencer.
Art and poetry inspires: Each participant was asked to draw a picture to share and explain with the group
answering this questions “How does the Ocean remind you of God?”
Ocean Educator Pat Rutowki talked about how her faith inspires her work in Marine Biology. She read three
poems written by Mary Oliver: Breakage, Bone, and The Vast Ocean Begins Just Outside Our Church: The
Eucharist.
We watched the film, “One Breath”. This film is shown daily at the Monterey Bay National Marine Sanctuary
Exploration Center in Santa Cruz.
Questions for reflection and sharing, how would you respond?
1. How is your faith informed by the ocean?
2. What does unbridled exploitation mean?
3. What does it mean to overfish?
4. Why a marine sanctuary?
5. Why protect endangered species?
6. What are some of the Christian stories of something dying and coming back to life?
7. What kind of power do human beings have over the ocean?
8. Genesis says that God gave humanity dominion over the earth, what does dominion mean?
Dan Paul led a discussion about plastics and the harm it is creating in the ocean:
1. Why are plastics in the ocean a problem?
2. What is happening in the gyres?
3. What is the difference between a lake and a sea?

4.

7.

How do plastics and chemicals get into the ocean and also into our bodies?
5. How might we advocate to minimize the production of plastic?
6. How can we deal with limiting the use of plastic in our homes/churches?
Why is it important to remove plastic along waterways such as river and streams?
Pastor Dan Paul led us out in Prayer.

Day 2, July 28
Psalm 24 read by Pastor Dan Paul.
Question: Name one thing about the Ocean for which you are grateful. What would you name? Question
based on the Public Service Announcement from thankyouocean.org.
Hannah Sarver, Marine Biologist and the LiMPETS (Long-Term Monitoring Program and Experiential
Training for Students) Coordinator gave an extensive power point presentation on the why and how the Blue
Theology Mission Station helps to monitor the Pacific Mole Crab (Emerita analoga). When groups hopefully
get to attend next year in Pacific Grove, CA, the Blue Theologians will participate as Citizen Scientists at
Asilomar State Beach to do the LiMPET monitoring and data collection.
Amanda Robinson from Creation Justice Ministries guided our Blue Theologians on how to write a letter to
their local/state/Federal representatives. The power point presentation was comprehensive as to what to
include in a letter. We learned that a hand written letter is more effective than a petition that is signed. The
students were given an on the spot assignment to write the first 3 sentences of a letter. What would you write
based on these three guidelines?
1. What is the local issue that you know about related to the ocean?
2. Why does this matter to you? Include that your faith motivates you to care and be concerned.
3. Thank the person that you are writing.
The day ended with concluding remarks by Pastor Dan:
1. The ocean is an important setting in the in the Bible.
2. We are all creations of God connected to other animals and all lifeforms.
3. The groups were asked to do a Blue Theology project in their area. The groups are thinking about doing
beach cleanups, Blue-ing their church operations and doing a letter writing campaign. They will videodocument their projects.
Pastor Dan Paul led us out in Prayer.
There is an Epilogue to our Virtual Blue Theology Program which lends to seeds being planted on good soil.
1.
One of the Blue Theologians is a Girl Scout. As a result of her attending our program she wants to earn
her Gold Award by doing Blue Theology presentations to churches in Southern California.
2.
The Christian Church of Northern California-Nevada Annual Gathering will be held on September 26;
however, workshops will be given in October. On Wednesday, Oct 7 from 7 to 8:30 PM a workshop will be
led by the Blue Theology Mission Station and Creation Justice Ministries.
3.
Three churches in the San Francisco Bay Area have invited the Blue Theology Mission Station to do
similar online presentations.
The Blue Theology Mission Station is grateful for our shared ministry with Creation Justice Ministries and
Disciples Home Missions.

Fall Retreat 202o is ON!
We were very sad to have to cancel our Spring Renewal. The Women's Ministries Council waited to see if it
would be safe to have an in-person fall retreat, but it is clear that it would be in the best interests, health and
safety to host an online Fall Retreat this year.
With the changes that our communities and ways of worship have undergone, we decided on a very
appropriate theme:
"Singing a New Church into Being"
Faith, worship and communion isn't dependent on a building, so we've all adapted to supporting one another
virtually. We hope to provide a spiritual event for all our women, starting Friday, September 17th and
continuing on Saturday September 18th.
Friday there will be a 30-45 min online session to come together and pray, sing and introduce our guest
speaker.
Saturday, there will be a 1 hour presentation with our guest speaker, followed by several breakout rooms
where you can choose to:
•

learn about our Women's Ministries sponsored trip to Morocco by Anna Felciano,
• learn more about the Poor People's Campaign from Rev. Monica Cross,
• share discussion and awareness tools, or
• just join a room of fellowship with other women of the region.

We have missed all of you and hope you will join us!

Trustee Report and Newsletter Article
August 2020
By Ken Rockefeller Trustee Chair
First and foremost the Trustees hope that all is well with our church
family and pray that we all are healthy and happy. The Trustees
haven’t gone overboard on taking on new projects this year, but we
have managed to accomplish some. The temporary showers for the
Blue Theology Groups are up and running. The interior of the Swann
Building sports a nice clean and bright paint job throughout the entire
structure and there have been some small upgrades to the rooms that
make a big difference. The Trustees are maintaining the soft water
units along with changing out the filters and adding salt to the brine
tanks. The buildings on campus were all checked for water supply
leaks and there are none to report. We still have a couple of windows
that need to be changed out along with a deadbolt that needs to be
rekeyed. The Trustees will continue watching over our church campus
making sure all is well and ready for the most anticipated day that we
all are back together again.

July Financial Report
Steve Brydon, CFO
Here is the latest on the church’s financial health. July was a good month financially.
Thanks to interest on our investments, we actually took in more than we spent in July.
Also, tithes and offerings hit a year-long high, at over $9,000. So thanks to all of you who
have continued to support our mission during this trying time.
The chart below illustrates how income and expenses have fared during the last 6
months. The middle column represents tithes and offerings.

Please consider giving as you are able to help the church to continue to fulfill God’s
mission. Online giving is easy. Simply go to the church website at
https://pacificgrovechurch.org/ or the end of this newsletter and click on the red donate
button. You can also mail in your offerings. If you want to designate your funds for any
purpose other than the general fund, just put that on the memo line of your check (you
can split the donation into different categories on the same check). Thank you for your
support of the church through your time, talents, tithes and offerings.
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This cool new donate logo ß
is a hyperlink for those of
you viewing this in the
electronic version. Super
exciting and super easy. Just
click it and you can donate
to the church.

Church Administration
Moderator – Lori Robinson
Vice Moderator – Nancy Bingaman
Board Secretary/Clerk –Linda Nichols
Financial Secretary – Perci Paulsell
Chief Financial Officer - Steve Brydon
Chair of Trustees - Ken Rockefeller
Chair of Elders – Frances Weesner
Chair of Deacons – Janet Billets

Church Staff
Pastor - Dan Paul
Minister of Music– Heidi Toy
Organist- John Shykun
Choir Director – Pam Brydon
Administrative Assistant- Nanette Murphy
Nursery Attendants- Larisa Sutter, Sat Jiwain Khalsa

