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Sunday Schedule
Worship Service 11:00 AM
Fellowship after Worship

In essentials, unity.
In non-essentials, liberty.
In all things, charity.

Notes From the Lion’s Den
Merry Christmas!!
“When the song of the angels is stilled,
when the star in the sky is gone,
when the kings and princes are home,
when the shepherds are back with their flocks,
the work of Christmas begins:
to find the lost,
to heal the broken,
to feed the hungry,
to release the prisoner,
to rebuild the nations,
to bring peace among the people,
to make music in the heart.” --- Howard Thurman
My grandmother told me the story that one Christmas morning, she was carrying some torn
Christmas wrapping from her living room through the finely-set dining room to the kitchen when she
noticed that I, her 14 year old grandson was standing near the dining room window gazing at the
snow. She asked if I was alright. And I sighed and said, “Grandma, Christmas isn’t the same as it
used to be.” And she understood. And her large blue eyes welled up. And we both sighed.
I wonder if this is a story of spiritual growing pangs. The transition from a child’s understanding of
Christmas into hopefully something adult, for me had this adolescent pang of no longer finding
complete joy in unwrapping gifts that simply appeared under the tree each year and not yet finding
the complex joy of conscious connection with the mystical Christ of faith. And for my grandmother, a
loss of the “lightness” of the family holiday as my sister and I were getting older and the reminder of
the time in her own life that Christmas was transitioning for her.
My wish for you in this Advent and Christmas during the pandemic of 2020, is that in the safety and
familiarity of your homes that you get doses of complete joy, spiritual pangs, and especially complex
joy. May you experience this season the mystical arrival of the Christ child who is born in your heart.
Again, and for the first time.
Doing Christmas in an unfamiliar way, creating a Christmas eve service via YouTube isn’t the same,
and yet it can be something transformational for you and me. It will remind us of the patience we
continue to hold until we can once again hold hands, embrace one another, and sing with gusto “Joy
to the World, the Lord is come”.
Christmas love,
Pastor Dan

It’s Been a Privilege!
By Lori Robinson
As we look forward to a new year, I would like to pause to address
you as outgoing Administrative Board Moderator. It has been a privilege to represent you
in that capacity for these past three years.
The title moderator evolved from ‘president’ and ‘chairman’ to best suit the role. The
moderator facilitates all Administrative, Finance, and Executive Board meetings, prepares
agendas and actively listens. At those meetings, I added my voice to those of our
dedicated and creative officers, becoming acutely aware of the contributions made by our
highly productive and compassionate Trustees, Deacons and Elders. God bless all of them!
I can truly attest that there has never been a dull moment, and I will look back
with gratitude and wonder at all that transpired. Thanks to Dawn Wilson for guidance
and support, and to Pastor Dan Paul for his gentle wisdom and humor which elevated
many of our conversations. Most of all, I appreciate this congregation for enfolding me in
your loving Christian embrace, helping me to develop my own spirituality while lending
me your tolerance and acceptance. I wll happily continue to serve as an Elder and offer
my time and talents to the many small, but essential, functions that help keep our Church
family connected and informed. Your newly elected Administrative Board has an
excellent Moderator in Frances (Pinkie) Weesner. Pinkie previously served as moderator
and is an empathetic and energetic leader who has established deep relationships with
members of the congregation as an Elder. We are fortunate to have her heading a new
group of capable and caring leaders.

Lori Robinson’s daughter, Maeve Healy’s, baptism.

Board Splinters
By Lori Robinson
The following is an excerpt from the minutes of the November 17, 2020
Administrative Board meeting.
II. OLD BUSINESS:
● Recurring Virtual Events:
-Friday Discussions with Guest Speakers, 6:00PM on Zoom.
-Sunday YouTube Services.
-Sunday Zoom Coffee Hours at noon hosted by Keith Brown.
● Directory updates were shared as PDFs in an email message from Nanette
Murphy, Administrative Assistant. Others were printed and mailed upon request.
III. NEW BUSINESS
● Book Club hosted by Janet Billets: The group will meet next on Saturday,
December 5 at 11:00. Pastor Dan will lead us in sharing favorite verses from Psalms.
● Fellowship Barbecue Sunday November 15 was prepared by Ken Rockefeller and
Marc Bingaman. They provided meals for about 40 members of our congregation.
Recipients drove up to the curb and meals were placed in their cars. Other dinners
were delivered upon request. Thanks additionally to: Nancy Bingaman, John Bardos,
Mike Dremel, Aleatha Pardi, Janet and Scott Billets, and Pastor Dan Paul.
Many diners joined our special 1:00 Zoom meeting.

● Elder Outreach: Elders met on November 12. The next meeting is set for
December 3, 2020.
● I-HELP Dinner on December 31. Mike Dremel, contact. A monetary donation
will be made rather than purchase and preparation of food.
● Next meeting: December 15, 2020.

Election Results by Linda Nichols, Board Clerk
The 2021 Budget has been approved as well as use of Funds from the
General Endowment to cover shortfalls in the 2021 budget, as needed.
Congratulations to our new Slate of Officers:
CFO Nanette Murphy,
Moderator Frances Weesner, Vice Moderator Nancy Bingaman
Financial Secretary Keith Brown
Board Secretary Linda Nichols
Elders: Nancy Bingaman, Lori Robinson and Linda Nichols.
Deacons: Mike Dremel, Lenora Kennada, Reuben Negron and Ken
Rockefeller. Trustees: Stacy Cepello.
Deacon, Elder, and Trustee Committees will select chairs.

BOOK CLUB!
The book club will meet via Zoom on Saturday, December 5, at 11:00 a.m. The selected book
is the Book of Psalms. Each of us will read a psalm that is especially meaningful to us, and we
will engage in a discussion. Dan Paul will serve as the facilitator.
Reading and discussing favorite psalms can be comforting in these difficult times. Please
contact Janet Billets if you would like to receive a Zoom invitation for this event. We hope you
can join us!

Here are a couple photos from the Fellowship Barbecue Sunday, November 15.
Pictured are: Nancy Bingaman at the salad table, Ken Rockefeller and Marc
Bingaman cooking, John Bardos preparing take out containers.

Christmas Special Offerings
On behalf of the Elders, I have the pleasure of sharing some good tidings with all of our
church members.
It has been a Christian Church of Pacific Grove tradition for a number of years to take a
special offering at the Christmas Eve service and donate those funds to a designated
charity. We have also traditionally collected infant gifts on Christmas Eve and donated
them to Hamilton House, a local shelter for women experiencing homelessness. We
would like to continue these traditions in safe and healthy ways this year.
This Christmas we will be donating our special offering funds to the Christian Church
(Disciples of Christ) Week of Compassion Fund. This fund works with partners to
alleviate suffering throughout the world. Week of Compassion this year has been
especially helpful in addressing need due to Covid-19 here in the United States and all
around the globe. You may share your contributions in a variety of ways:
• You may visit CCPG’s website and click on the Donate button during the
Christmas Eve service or at any time.
o You may make a separate donation designated to Week of Compassion
(make a note in the comments box).
o Or you may make an online donation at the same time that you make
your regular tithe and annotate in the comments box what portion of
the total amount should go to Week of Compassion.
• You may also mail in or drop off a check to the church.
o Again, you may make a separate donation designated to Week of
Compassion (annotated in the memo line of your check).
o Or you make your donation at the same time that you make your regular
tithe and annotate on the memo line of your check what portion of the
total amount should go to Week of Compassion.

With regard to collecting baby gifts for the mothers of infants at Hamilton House, you may
drop off unwrapped gifts to the church. They will be sanitized before we deliver them to
Hamilton House. I am so pleased that we will continue this tradition this year and I hope
to see a car load of baby gifts for us to deliver. ☺

Thank you all in advance for your kindness, thoughtfulness, and generosity. In a season
strained by unusual circumstances, it is a welcome blessing to be able to continue some of
our most beloved traditions of the season and ease the suffering and need of others as
Christ has instructed.
Peace and Blessings,
Pinkie Weesner
Elder Chair

2020 Financial Wrap Up
Steve Brydon, CFO
As I am about to conclude my six-year run as Chief Financial Officer, I thought it would be good to give
a final wrap up of the church’s financial situation as of the end of October. This chart illustrates income
and expenses during the last ten months as far as our general fund is concerned, which pays most of the
ongoing church expenses, such as utilities and salaries.

Some months were clearly better than others. January, April, July, and October were all buoyed by
quarterly dividends from our investments. Unfortunately, due to the cancellation of numerous
fundraisers, such as Good Old Days, we currently are running over $14,000 in the red. We were fortunate
to receive a PPP loan that should offset the deficit this year. But next year will be challenging. We
anticipate a significant deficit, even assuming we can reopen mid-year. Recent news on the coronavirus
vaccine makes that optimistic goal more likely, but still, there’s a lot of work to be done to keep the
church’s mission sustained.
In addition to the general fund, we have a number of funds that donors have designated for specific
purposes. These are in good shape. For example, the Preservation Fund (which covers repairs and
upkeep on our church campus) has a healthy balance of over $15,000 and our Outreach Fund, (which
covers programs such as I-Help) has almost $3,000.
Still, this has been a challenging year. The church receives only about 58 percent of its income from tithes
and offerings. Investments help with another 12 percent, but the other 30 percent comes from fundraisers
and Blue Theology. Gifts of any amount can help—especially those to the general fund, which is
currently our greatest need.
I thank you all for your support these past six years and encourage you to provide the same kind of
support to your new CFO, Nanette Murphy.
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Merry Christmas
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This cool new donate logo 
is a hyperlink for those of
you viewing this in the
electronic version. Super
exciting and super easy. Just
click it and you can donate
to the church.

Church Administration
Moderator – Lori Robinson
Vice Moderator – Nancy Bingaman
Board Secretary/Clerk –Linda Nichols
Financial Secretary – Perci Paulsell
Chief Financial Officer - Steve Brydon
Chair of Trustees - Ken Rockefeller
Chair of Elders – Frances Weesner
Chair of Deacons – Janet Billets

Church Staff
Pastor - Dan Paul
Minister of Music– Heidi Toy
Organist- John Shykun
Choir Director – Pam Brydon
Administrative Assistant- Nanette Murphy
Nursery Attendants- Larisa Sutter, Sat Jiwain Khalsa

