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In	essentials,	unity.	

In	non-essentials,	liberty.	

In	all	things,	charity.	
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“At start of spring

Notes	from	the	Lion’s	Den	

“At start of spring I open a trench 
In the ground. I put into it 

The winter’s accumulation of paper, 
Pages I do not want to read 

Again, useless words, fragments, 
errors. And I put into it 

the contents of the outhouse: 
light of the suns, growth of the ground, 

Finished with one of their journeys. 
To the sky, to the wind, then, 

and to the faithful trees, I confess 
my sins: that I have not been happy 
enough, considering my good luck; 

have listened to too much noise, 
have been inattentive to wonders, 

have lusted after praise. 
And then upon the gathered refuse, 
of mind and body, I close the trench 

folding shut again the dark, 
the deathless earth. Beneath that seal 

the old escapes into the new.” 
― Wendell Berry 

“I imagine Lent for you and for me as a great departure from the greedy, 
anxious anti-neighborliness of our economy, 

a great departure from our exclusionary politics that fears the other, 
a great departure from self-indulgent consumerism that devours creation. 

And then an arrival in a new neighborhood, because it is a gift to be simple, 
it is a gift to be free; it is a gift to come down where we ought to be.” 

― Walter Brueggemann,

You	may	have	heard	people	say	last	year,	and	this	year	“This	is	the	Lentiest	Lent	ever!”	Yes,	staying-in-place,	living	simply,	the	
staggering	announcement	that	500,000	have	died	from	Covid19	in	the	United	States,	giving	us	a	cloister-like	experience	to	

ponder	our	finitude	like	St.	Francis	meditating	on	a	crucifix	and	a	skull.	



		El	Greco	
And	yet,	a	feeling	of	joy	on	the	horizon	comes	to	us	through	dropping	numbers	of	those	infected	and	people	joyfully	getting	
vaccinated.	After	a	year	of	pandemic,	we	may	feel	the	urge	to	rush	ahead	into	the	post-pandemic	which	may	be	a	potential	

renaissance	for	this	generation.	Just	as	in	the	past	years	of	our	lives,	we	may	have	been	tempted	to	rush	into	ecstasy	of	Easter	
without	experiencing	the	depth,	growth	and	transformation	we	may	receive	from	an	observed	Lent.	

Beloved	in	Christ,	let	us	resolve	to	linger	and	be	present	in	the	lengthening	days	of	Lent.	Really	take	advantage	of	the	solitude	
with	prayer,	meditation	and	reading.	Let	our	conversations	over	the	phone	and	Zoom	have	substance.	Let	us	mourn	the	ones	
we	have	lost	well.	And	let	us	reflect	that	Christ	Jesus	did	not	hang	on	the	cross	instead	of	us,	but	rather	ahead	of	us.	As	John	of	

the	Cross	wrote:	“The	one	who	seeks	not	the	cross	of	Christ,	seeks	not	the	glory	of	Christ.”	

Suzanne	Guthrie	wrote	“Lent’s	hardest	sacrifice	is	giving	up	illusion:	illusions	about	God,	the	world,	safety,	yourself…	
Sometimes	it’s	necessary	to	abandon	the	illusion	of	what	you	previously	called	‘faith’.	As	you	mature	as	a	Christian,	faith	
draws	you	to	a	dark	realm	beyond	reason.”	I	might	add	that	faith	does	not	contradict	our	call	to	love	the	truth,	but	as	we	

reason	to	know	the	truth,	really	know	the	truth,	the	faith	that	Guthrie	is	describing	has	the	capacity	to	allow	us	to	transcend	–	
to	find	the	truth	that	is	within	or	above	the	truth.	

Easter	will	be	here	soon	enough.	And	I	suspect	that	our	entire	planetary	population	will	experience	a	renaissance	in	the	not-
too-distant	future.	But	for	now,	let	us	continue	the	Lenten	journey	together.		

“Lent	is	a	time	for	discipline,	for	confession,	for	honesty,	not	because	God	is	mean	or	fault-finding	or	finger-pointing,	but	
because	God	wants	us	to	know	the	joy	of	being	cleaned	out,	ready	for	all	the	good	things	that	God	now	has	in	store.”	–	N.T.	

Wright	

Love	to	you	as	you	embrace	these	forty	days,	

Pastor	Dan	

El	Greco	



Hot Cross Buns for Easter Sunday 

Dear Church Family, it has been my pleasure for the last several 
years to bake Hot Cross Buns for our congregation and the 

congregations who gather with us for the Palm Sunday 
Procession.  The process, the smell, and the tradition always bring 

me close to my mother. 
This year, although we won't be gathering for a Palm Sunday 
observance, I am pleased to offer fresh homemade Hot Cross 

Buns on Easter Sunday!  There will be no charge.  :)  The Church 
is simply asking that you bring a handful of flowers to share in 

exchange for your order; one handful for each order of two 
buns.  The flowers will be used to decorate the cross in front of 

the Church.
To place your order, please respond directly to this email and let 

me know how many orders (two buns/order) you'd like.
On Easter Sunday morning, Kimberly Brown and I will be at the 
Church from 9:30am to 11:30am to collect the flowers and fulfill 

your orders.
For those who are interested, I am also planning to host a live 

Zoom tutorial on baking Hot Cross Buns in advance of 
Easter.  The exact date and time (possibly during one of our Zoom 

Fellowship Hours) is to be determined and will be announced 
soon. 

If you would like to make a batch of your own either before, 
during, or after the Zoom tutorial, here is the recipe. 



CHERRY-BERRY HOT CROSS BUNS 
INGREDIENTS 

BUNS 

1	
package regular active or fast-acting dry yeast 

3/4	
cup warm water (105°F to 115°F) 

2	
tablespoons granulated sugar 

1/2	
cup butter or margarine, softened 

3/4	
teaspoon ground cinnamon 

1/4	
teaspoon ground nutmeg 

1	1/2	
teaspoons salt 

2	
eggs 

4	
cups Gold Medal™ all-purpose flour or Better for Bread™ flour 

1/3	
cup dried cranberries 

1/3	
cup dried blueberries 

1/3	
cup dried cherries 

1	
egg 

2	
tablespoons cold water 
POWDERED SUGAR ICING 

1	
cup powdered sugar 

1	
tablespoon milk or water 

1/2	
teaspoon vanilla 



•  	
	
	
	
	
1	

In large bowl, dissolve yeast in warm water. Stir in granulated sugar, butter, cinnamon, nutmeg, salt, 2 eggs and 2 cups 
of the flour. Beat with spoon until smooth. Stir in cranberries, blueberries, cherries and enough remaining flour to make 
dough easy to handle. 

•  2	
Place dough on lightly floured surface; gently roll in flour to coat. Knead about 5 minutes or until smooth and springy. 
Grease large bowl with shortening. Place dough in bowl, turning dough to grease all sides. Cover; let rise in warm place 
about 1 1/2 hours or until double in size. (Dough is ready if indentation remains when touched.) 

•  3	
Grease cookie sheet with shortening or cooking spray. Gently push fist into dough to deflate. Divide dough in half. 
Divide each half into 8 equal pieces. Shape each piece into a smooth ball. Place about 2 inches apart on cookie sheet. 
Snip a cross shape in top of each ball with scissors. Cover; let rise in warm place about 40 minutes or until double in 
size. 

•  4	
Heat oven to 375°F. In small bowl, slightly beat 1 egg and cold water; brush over tops of buns. Bake 18 to 20 minutes 
or until golden brown. 

•  5	
Meanwhile, in small bowl, mix all icing ingredients until smooth and spreadable. Remove buns from cookie sheet to 
cooling rack. Cool 5 minutes. Frost cross on top of each bun with icing. Serve warm. 

 
Thanks, 
Pinkie 
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 1 2 3 4 
 
6:00 Elder 
Meeting 

5 
 
6:00 We Call 
Ourselves Disciples 
Discussion 
 
Keith Brown Birthday 

6 

7 
 
Noon Coffee Hour 

8 9 
 
6:00 Finance 
Board Meeting 

10 11 12 13 

14 
 
Noon Coffee Hour 

15 
 
Charlie Bestor 
Birthday 

16 
 
6:00 Admin 
Board Meeting 

17 
 
Alex & Aleatha 
Pardi 
Anniversary 

18 
 
Nancy Burton 
Hoy & Karen 
Manchester 
Birthday 

19 20 

21 
 
Noon Coffee Hour 

22 23 
 
Geoff Bingaman 
Birthday 

24 25 26 27 

28 
 
Noon Coffee Hour 

29 30 
 
Nanette Murphy 
Birthday 

31 
 
Hans Lovejoy 
Birthday 
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Church Administration 
Moderator – Lori Robinson 

Vice Moderator – Nancy Bingaman 
Board Secretary/Clerk –Linda Nichols 

Financial Secretary – Perci Paulsell 
Chief Financial Officer - Steve Brydon 

Chair of Trustees - Ken Rockefeller 
Chair of Elders – Frances Weesner 

Chair of Deacons – Janet Billets 
 

Church Staff 
Pastor - Dan Paul 

Minister of Music– Heidi Toy 
Organist- John Shykun 

Choir Director – Pam Brydon 
Administrative Assistant- Nanette Murphy 

Nursery Attendants- Larisa Sutter, Sat Jiwain Khalsa 
 
	

This	cool	new	donate	logo	ß	
is	a	hyperlink	for	those	of	
you	viewing	this	in	the	

electronic	version.		Super	
exciting	and	super	easy.	Just	
click	it	and		you	can	donate	

to	the	church.	
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