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In essentials, unity.
In non-essentials, liberty.
In all things, charity.

Notes from the Lion’s Den
As they entered As they entered the tomb, they saw a young man, dressed in a
white robe, sitting on the right side; and they were alarmed. But he said to them,
“Do not be alarmed; you are looking for Jesus of Nazareth, who was crucified. He
has been raised; he is not here. Look, there is the place they laid him. But go, tell his disciples and Peter that he is going ahead of
you to Galilee; there you will see him, just as he told you.”
--- The Gospel according to Mark 16:5-7
Christ is risen!!!
The book club read the Gospel of Mark last month. We wondered who this young man in a white robe might be that gives the
resurrection message. Maybe the young man dressed in a linen cloth who fled Gethsemane naked?
The young man in the white robe seems to have made a connection with the risen Christ and is passing along a message. He is
entrusted with knowledge and wisdom, yet the Gospel of Mark cleverly does not tell us overtly about a resurrection
appearance. The women who enter the tomb (as well as us who read the Gospel of Mark) must take his message with faith.
The women are reported to tell no one and the Gospel of Mark leaves us with uncertainty of what would happen next.
Sound familiar these days?
The past year has given us daily doses of uncertainty. But recently, I have been excited to see our church board, elders,
trustees, deacons and a “reopening committee” embrace the uncertainty and begin to look forward with faith.
With a lot of “what if?” and “wait and see” we all tingle with anticipation that there will be a day when we can physically
gather in our sanctuary to practice our Christian faith together with song, prayer, music, communion and the Word. We want
that day to be special. And safe. And holy.
As we embrace the uncertainty of this particular Easter season, we do know in our core of one thing that is certain. The young
man in the white robe was right – Christ has been raised. And the living Christ dwells and mingles with the Christian Church
of Pacific Grove. Christ abides with us even as we continue to do what we must in these pandemic days.
Wisdom has called us to make some changes in how we live our days and in how we operate as a community of faith. My
prayer is that these changes have made us stronger and more pliable emerge from this pandemic taking advantage of what
we have learned.
There are exciting days ahead. We are about to discover new things together? Can you feel it?
Wishing you a very blessed season of Easter. Christ is risen!
Pastor Dan

God Calls the Faithful
Beloved Church members, friends, and neighbors, it has been over a year since we
have all gathered together for worship inside our beautiful sanctuary. I hope that you
will all remain hopefully prayerful with me while we endure yet a few more short weeks
of ambiguity until we can determine a specific date for our first joyful reunion.
The members of our Church Board, our Elders, advisors from our medical
community, and others are carefully considering how and when to safely proceed for our
official reopening. We honor the desires of all to be back in each other’s presence to sing,
worship, share communion, hear the good news of the Gospel message, and pray in
community again. We are also cognizant of the public health guidelines that need to be
followed, as well as the concerns for personal safety of those with conditions that put
them or their family members at higher risk.
While we want to celebrate in person again as soon as that is safely possible, we are
also mindful that we need to proceed compassionately and equitably. Jesus teaches us
that God’s table is open and ALL are encouraged to come and share the abundance. Our
Church leaders are working hard to proceed in a way that we leave no one out of the
celebration in haste to come together too soon. In the meantime, please join us for
worship via YouTube at your convenience and fellowship via Zoom each week on
Sundays at noon.
Bear with us for just a little while longer. And please join your hearts with ours as
we prayerfully listen to our state, county, and medical advisors and especially for the still,
small voice of God in our decision making. When we are able to come together again
safely, it will truly be a Grand Reopening with community meals and joyful voices raised
in triumphant song to the glory of the Lord!
Peace Be With You All.
Your Moderator,
Frances “Pinkie” Weesner

BOOK CLUB!
Our book club will meet via Zoom on Saturday, April 17, at 11:00 a.m. The selected reading is the Book of Ruth, and
Kimberly Brown will facilitate the discussion.
Please contact Kimberly Brown if you would like to receive a Zoom invitation for this event. We hope you can join us!

Can you make a donation for new tissue boxes?

As our deacon chair, Janet Billets and I looked at our sanctuary we talked about what
about the esthetic that a first-time guest to our sanctuary might notice. The positive side
of noticing that there are two tissue dispensers on every pew that gives unspoken
permission to experience our feelings while participating in worship. The negative side is
that the cardboard dispensers wear out quickly – the few on which the trustees placed
hard covers look much better. But they would look even better if they were all matching.
So, we would like to purchase 36 matching eco-friendly hard shell covers for our pew
tissues. The cost of one cover is $13 (they are on sell – they usually sell for $25).
Please consider contributing enough to buy one, or two, or a few tissue dispenser covers.
Just click the donation button on our website or on this newsletter and write the words
“Tissue Boxes” in the memo. You can do the same with a check.
Thank you.
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This cool new donate logo ß
is a hyperlink for those of
you viewing this in the
electronic version. Super
exciting and super easy. Just
click it and you can donate
to the church.

Church Administration
Moderator – Lori Robinson
Vice Moderator – Nancy Bingaman
Board Secretary/Clerk –Linda Nichols
Financial Secretary – Perci Paulsell
Chief Financial Officer - Steve Brydon
Chair of Trustees - Ken Rockefeller
Chair of Elders – Frances Weesner
Chair of Deacons – Janet Billets

Church Staff
Pastor - Dan Paul
Minister of Music– Heidi Toy
Organist- John Shykun
Choir Director – Pam Brydon
Administrative Assistant- Nanette Murphy
Nursery Attendants- Larisa Sutter, Sat Jiwain Khalsa

