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Sunday Schedule
Worship Service 11:00 AM
Fellowship after Worship

In essentials, unity.
In non-essentials, liberty.
In all things, charity.

Notes from the Lion’s Den
Here we receive new life in the waters; here we receive the bread of
new birth
Here you shall call your sons and your daughters, call us anew to be
salt for the earth
Give us to drink the wine of compassion, give us to eat the bread that is you
Nourish us well and teach us to fashion lives that are holy and hearts that are true
Gather us in.
--- Marty Haugen
I have been reflecting on our first live gathering in the sanctuary recently.
The smiles.
The tears.
The kind words and heartfelt greetings.
The music.
The Spirit moving through the room.
So lovely.
Christ is indeed gathering us in once again. I’m so impressed with the enthusiastic collaborative energy that
made the decisions and put together the pieces that creates our Sunday morning worship experience.
According to the feedback I have been hearing – a new and improved worship experience.
Soon, we will open the door fully and invite the extended community to experience what we provide each
Sunday morning. I have a deep intuitive feeling that lives will be transformed and that we will rise to our
calling to be a community of faith that demonstrates true community, deep Christian spirituality and a
passion for justice.
More than ever, it is deeply delightful to close my note with these four words:
See you in Church!
Pastor Dan
Pastor Dan Paul will be preaching at the First Christian Church of Texas City, TX on July 11. The elders will be
on call for pastoral concerns.

Pastor Dan serves on the regional minister’s pastoral committee. Members of that committee are taking
turns writing Rev. Dr. LaTaunya Bynum’s weekly letter in the regional news.
For July 8 Regional Church Newsletter.
Meditating with Yellow Jackets
A friend recently asked a question that gave me pause: “Have you used this quarantine period to deepen
your spiritual walk or did you just suffer through it?” It’s a good question, right?
I was lucky that my covenant with the Christian Church of Pacific Grove includes a three-month long
sabbatical every five years and my last sabbatical was just before the pandemic hit. Like most of my
colleagues, sabbatical time is a time for renewal and a time to intentionally practice the spiritual
disciplines. So, after three months of travelling, it was actually a pleasure to stay in place. And, after
three months of focusing on my internal life, it was an easy transition to continue to “be still” while
staying in place.
The meditation practice that works best for me is a “sitting meditation” – to sit as still as possible for 20
minutes, to not react to anything and to rest the mind. One friend calls it “cleaning my hard drive”. Every
Sunday, when we were meeting live on Sunday mornings, a few of my elders join me in our church
meditation room to do 20 minutes of sitting before worship. This practice has been so important to me.
Just last Sunday, for the first time in over a year, we once again gathered in the meditation room.
Glorious.
And I told my friends in the meditation room about something that happened at XP (Chi Rho) Camp at
the Community of the Great Commission.
Because we had to temporarily close the Blue Theology Mission Station due to Covid 19, I was able to
accept a call from the Outdoor Ministries to serve as a co-director at XP camp. Because the weather was
agreeable, we ate our meals outside. And joining us at our meals were some yellow jackets.
It’s important to know that yellow jackets aren’t bees – they’re actually a type of wasp. And they are
omnivorous, but they really like meat. And, they won’t bite a human being unless that human being is
trampling on their nest – they only get that riled up when their territory is threatened. So, they may
want to check out a sausage on your plate, but they won’t cause any harm.
As you can imagine, the yellow jackets were very curious about the food we were eating each meal and
would fly right onto our plates and around our heads. And, as you can imagine, some of the XP campers
were more than concerned about this.
Yet, I made an unpopular decision to continue to eat outdoors and allow our knowledge of our flying
friends to soften our fear. And moreover, to practice prayer and mindful eating NOT REACTING to our
curious black-and-yellow-striped neighbors. The camp learned to co-habitate in peace.

For those of you who also practice meditation or contemplative prayer, I suggest that if a group of preteen Christians can be mindful enough to not react to pesky yellow jackets, there is hope that we can
enter each moment of prayer and meditation with confidence that we will not react to whatever life
throws at us to distract us.
Wishing you all a deep spiritual walk in the days ahead and especially the sabbatical days of our beloved
Toni Bynum.
Dan Paul
Pastor – Christian Church of Pacific Grove
Director – Blue Theology Mission Station

Moderator’s Message:
This is the day that the Lord has made. Let us rejoice and
be glad in it! Psalm 118:24
Disciples of Christ, it is with great joy that we are actively,
intentionally, and thoughtfully begin transitioning back to
live church services in our dear sanctuary. The first day
that members of our congregation will engage in a full
worship service including communion and a sermon will be
Sunday, June 27th, 2021. On that day, members and
friends will be invited to gather at our usual 11:00am time
and we will have a “soft opening” of worship. In an effort to
make this transition carefully and gradually, we will not yet
be advertising our services to the general public. We will
continue these slightly more private services for a few weeks as we get acclimated and
comfortable with the presence of others. And a specific date for a formal and public
reopening will soon be announced by leaders of the congregation who are undertaking
this decision with the utmost care.
During the “soft opening” phase, there will be some changes for health and
safety. And some of our treasured and familiar traditions will remain the same.
Here are a few of the changes for everyone’s protection:
• Attendees will enter the Church building through the West entrance (Lynn’s
Walkway) and depart by way of the Carmel St door of Jones Hall. Departure via
Lynn’s Walkway is also available as needed to accommodate mobility concerns.
• Unvaccinated members of the congregation should wear masks.
• We are waiting to hear from the state about guidelines for singing.
• Offering plates will not be passed in the pews during the church service. Offering
plates will be attended by a member of the congregation at entrances to the
sanctuary and we will gratefully accept and acknowledge all tithes and offerings.

•

Communion bread and open cups of juice will not be passed in the pews during
the church service. Sealed communion elements will be made available. They
may already be in the pews or may be available for you to pick up on your way
into the sanctuary.

And here are a few of our beloved traditions that will remain:
• Our pianist and organist will help us celebrate with uplifting music.
• We will rejoice in the presence of God, the Spirit of the Risen Christ, and our
fellow Disciples.
• We will lift our prayers of concern and thanksgiving together.
• We will gratefully and thankfully receive the tithes and offerings that enable our
local, regional, and global church do the work of God.
• We will celebrate Christ’s radically open table with communion together to help
us “re-member.”
• We will hear the Word and listen for the voice of God commissioning us.
• And we will bolster and encourage each other to be the hands and feet of the
Living Christ until we meet again.

Sunshine News
by Lori Robinson
Many thanks to our dear Linda Nichols. As our most recent Sunshine Lady, she has given of
her time and spirit most generously. If you have received a card from the Christian Church that
lifted you up, encouraged, or celebrated you, it most likely came from her. As of July 2021, it
will be my privilege to serve in that role. I will use contact information from our updated
Instant Church Directory, so please help keep that current by letting me know of changes.
Thank you!

CGC Work Retreat!
Mark your calendar for the weekend of September 24-26, 2021 for fellowship
and service at the Community of the Great Commission. Many of us have
experienced the CGC as campers, or have helped to sponsor them, and those
opportunities continue.
Pastor Dan Paul and Trustee Chair Ken Rockefeller have identified another way
we can help. The project involves improving the condition of benches at the
camp’s amphitheater. We will be sanding and waterproofing the benches. Ken
will provide all needed equipment and there is no fee to stay overnight at the
camp. Enough rooms are available to provide privacy. Additionally, camp
administrators will do the cooking for a nominal fee of $5.00 per meal. What a
deal! And what a unique chance to spend fruitful time together.
It won’t be all work, however. There will be plenty of time for fellowship, games,
and worship. Transportation will be provided for those not wanting to drive. We
want everyone who wants to come, to join us.
To volunteer, please contact members of the committee:
Pastor Dan Paul, Trustee Chair Ken Rockefeller, Elders Nancy Bingaman and
Lori Robinson.

Dear Friends,
We had a great discussion on the books of Micah and Nahum during our June book
club meeting. Thank you, Kimberly, for facilitating.
Next month we will read The Book of Acts, and Dan Paul will lead the discussion. We
will have a hybrid meeting on Saturday, July 17, at 11:00 a.m. in Jones Hall and on
Zoom. You can choose to come to the church building, or if you prefer, you can join
us via Zoom.
I hope you can join us!
Blessings,
Janet

WE ARE ALMOST AT OUR GOAL!!
Can you make a donation for new tissue boxes?

So, we would like to purchase 36 matching eco-friendly hard shell covers for our pew
tissues. The cost of one cover is $13 (they are on sell – they usually sell for $25).
Please consider contributing enough to buy one, or two, or a few tissue dispenser covers.
Just click the donation button on our website or on this newsletter and write the words
“Tissue Boxes” in the memo. You can do the same with a check.

Good Old Days
May 7, 2022 and May 8, 2022
Mark your calendars because you won't want to miss out in one of
our best fund raisers.
More Information coming soon!!!

We participate in Amazon Smile. If you register our church as the
organization you wish to support, .5% of your purchase will be
donated to the church.
To skip the step of having to choose from among about a million
organizations, you can use the following unique link to directly
register the Christian Church of Pacific Grove as your selected
charity: https://smile.amazon.com/ch/94-1279820
We hope you will continue to support our church and its mission in
this way.
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Meditation
9:45 AM
Worship
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Krysta Dremel &
Elaine Harris
Birthday
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17

6:00 Elder’s
Meeting

Nikole Sala Birthday
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Meditation
9:45 AM
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11:00 Book CLub

6:00 Finance
Meeting &
Executive Board
Meeting

Worship
11 AM
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Meditation
9:45 AM
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6:00 Board
Meeting
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Jim Powell
Birthday

Gail Landreth
Birthday
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Worship
11 AM

25

26
Meditation
9:45 AM
Worship
11 AM

Lori Trumbo
Birthday

27

28

Peggy Lanford &
Deborah
Streeter
Birthday

Reuben Negron
Birthday
Jim & Peggy
Powell
Anniversary

29
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This cool new donate logo ß
is a hyperlink for those of
you viewing this in the
electronic version. Super
exciting and super easy. Just
click it and you can donate
to the church.

Church Administration
Moderator – Frances Weesner
Vice Moderator – Nancy Bingaman
Board Secretary/Clerk –Linda Nichols
Financial Secretary – Keith Brown
Chief Financial Officer – Nanette Murphy
Chair of Trustees - Ken Rockefeller
Chair of Elders – Kimberly Brown
Chair of Deacons – Janet Billets

Church Staff
Pastor - Dan Paul
Minister of Music– Heidi Toy
Organist- John Shykun
Choir Director – Pam Brydon
Administrative Assistant- Nanette Murphy
Nursery Attendants- Larisa Sutter, Sat Jiwain Khalsa

