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Sunday Schedule
Worship Service 11:00 AM
Fellowship after Worship

In essentials, unity.
In non-essentials, liberty.
In all things, charity.

Notes from the Lion’s Den
Gratitude

Rejoice always, pray without ceasing, give thanks in all circumstances; for this is the will of God in Christ
Jesus for you. — 1 Thessalonians 5:16-18
Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father of lights with whom there
is no variation or shadow due to change. — James 1:17
Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your
requests be made known to God. And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your
hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. — Philippians 4:6-7
The Thanksgiving Holiday is not a church holy day, that is, it is not found on the liturgical calendar. The first US
Congress passed a resolution in 1789 asking the president to recommend a day of national thanksgiving, so George
Washington issued a proclamation naming Thursday, November 26. 1789 as a day of public thanksgiving.
Subsequent presidents made similar proclamations on various dates until Abraham Lincoln wrote a proclamation
in 1863 naming the last Thursday of November to be an annual day of Thanksgiving. In 1939, the last Thursday of
November fell on the last day of the month, so Franklin Roosevelt moved Thanksgiving Day to the third Thursday
of the month so there would be a longer Christmas shopping season. Right? Not every state agreed with that one.
So, to make Thanksgiving Day something every state would observe on the same day, a couple years later congress
passed a joint resolution to make Thanksgiving Day officially on the fourth Thursday of every November.
I’d like to think that the reason Christian Churches in the United States have warmed up to observing Thanksgiving
Day is that we applaud the notion of the entire nation giving thanks because we know the power of gratitude.
Whether the gratitude is to God, or to circumstance or to family, friends or neighbors, gratitude lends itself to
humbleness, openness and warm-heartedness. As Christians, we may turn to James 1:17 to remind ourselves that
everything for which we give thanks – every good gift – is ultimately from God. And so we say table prayers at our
Thanksgiving feasts that remind us that the food comes from God’s good earth and the hands that planted, reaped,
transported and prepared the food are essentially the hands of God. That the loved ones who sit at the table and
the loved ones we remember at past tables are also gifts from God.
Due to the still-present Covid19 pandemic, we will not be gathering as a community of faith around the tables in
Jones Hall this year. Many of us will not be gathering with family around tables in our homes. And yet, we do have
much for which to be grateful, don’t we? And we have the hope that is a byproduct of our faith that with grateful
hearts, the peace of God which passes all understanding will guard our hearts and minds in Christ.
I am grateful for you and grateful that you are in my life.
See you in church,
Pastor Dan
Pastor Dan Paul will be travelling to Raleigh, NC on November 17-20 to visit a potential Blue Theology Outpost site.
The elders will be on-call for any spiritual concerns.

A Message about Stewardship
Now that we are meeting in person again on Sunday mornings, you may have noticed that we no longer
pass the offering plates during the service. There are donation boxes at the exits of the sanctuary that you
can leave a check or cash. But, there are several ways to make your tithes to the church.
1. Donation Button – you can always contribute to the church online using the donate button on our
website or on The Lighthouse newsletter. (https://form.jotform.com/82247216784159 ) We will
soon have a QR code on our weekly bulletin so you can use your smart phone to make your
offering during the service.
2. Check pay from home – You can mail in checks to the church made out to “Christian Church of
Pacific Grove” or “CCPG” or you can easily set up automatic monthly payments from your checking
account. Your bank will cut and mail the monthly checks at no additional cost.
3. Tax-smart giving – some of our members have payments to the church made from IRA accounts
and from Trust Fund accounts. Giving from your appreciated securities to the church at this time
of a booming market may yield a substantial tax benefit right now. Others have the church as a
beneficiary in their wills and estates and there are ways to benefit the church now through them.
Contact the Christian Church Foundation https://www.christianchurchfoundation.org/ for ideas
on how to use your assets to help out the church.
4. Donation box on Sunday mornings. The Deacons have placed donation boxes at the exits of the
sanctuary so that you can drop in a check or cash before or after the Sunday morning worship
service.
Also remember, that your weekly or monthly tithe contributions will go to the church operating budget
yet there are members of the church who also regularly contribute over and above their tithes to the
Preservation Fund., often as a special end-of-the-year contribution. If you plan to make a one-time
contribution to the church through tax-smart giving, the Preservation Fund could use the gifts right now.
The Preservation Fund is used for the maintenance and improvements of our house and grounds. Our
Trustees have a couple of big projects that they would like to pursue this year – painting the exterior of
the sanctuary (not just for the appearance of the building but also to protect the 120 year-old wood) and
upgrading the windows on the Swann Building to lessen the moisture seeping into the building and to
provide better insulation. These two projects will cost approximately $80,000. We are hoping that a
healthy season of Blue Theology programming will help defray these costs, but it would be wonderful if
several members made significant end-of-the-year contributions to the Preservation Fund so that the
trustees can get started on these projects.

Your Stewardship Committee

The Moderator’s Message
Believers in Christ,
November is the month that we host our Annual Congregational Meeting. It is an exciting and crucial
moment in our yearly cycle of events when we prayerfully and faithfully consider the work that the
Administrative Board, the Financial and Executive Committees, the Nominating Committee, the trustees,
elders, deacons, and officers of your church have done this year. The Christian Church is a denomination
that takes its “bottom up” and inclusive method of decision making very seriously. We hope everyone who is
able will attend in person.
When we meet in the Sanctuary immediately after worship on Sunday, November 14th for the Annual
Meeting, please know that the above named groups have worked diligently and for significant amounts of
time to develop a slate of officers and proposed budget for the upcoming year, 2022.
This year we will host the meeting in a hybrid format. Those who are able are highly encouraged to attend in
person. Those who are unable to attend in person are encouraged to attend virtually using this link: Join
Zoom Meeting You can also access the link via the church’s Google calendar. If you need any assistance to
join us virtually, please contact Nancy Bingaman (831) 320-6743 who originated the Zoom meeting.
All members of the congregation should have received by mail a copy of the proposed slate and
budget for your review. If you have not received yours, please contact Pinkie Weesner (831) 383-9970
immediately. On the day of the meeting the official vote will be taken by way of written ballots. Any members
who are unable to attend in person, but live locally and have attended the meeting virtually, may indicate that
they would like to vote officially. We will hand deliver ballots to those parties and will honor any votes that are
received by mail no later than Sat, Nov 20th. The official results of the vote will be announced in person and
by email on Sun, Nov 21st.
Keep in mind that we have a membership of just under 60 individuals. We will need 18 present at the
Annual Meeting to have a quorum, and there were at least 18 individuals who made up the above named
groups who dedicated themselves to developing the proposed slate and budget. We also typically have an
attendance at church these days of between 12 and 24. When we consider all of those numbers, what I can
tell you is that we had above average representation of the entire congregation as we worked faithfully to
make our decisions for next year.
The last two years have admittedly brought us many unexpected challenges and have certainly
affected our revenues and expenditures. In the face of these unusual circumstances, I personally have
witnessed many in our congregation, on our Administrative Board, and among our elders, trustees, and
deacons come together to demonstrate extraordinary stewardship and teamwork to address our financial and
physical health and safety and I am proud of everyone’s work! While it is true that next year is also uncertain,
we have done our level best to project what we can honestly expect in revenues and expenditures. I also
know that all of us will work diligently to fulfill the projections to the best of our abilities.
The congregation voted the officers of the Administrative Board into their positions in November of last
year and empowered them to faithfully represent the members of the Christian Church of Pacific Grove for
2021. When we come together this November, I hope to see significantly more than the required 18 for a
quorum since we once again have the opportunity to meet in person for this important annual decision making
event. It is a moment to celebrate! I also hope that the members of the Administrative Board will hear many
thoughtful and responsible questions from those assembled. This congregation has always demonstrated
their faithful commitment to the church by their active participation in our Annual
Meetings. We welcome your questions and comments and will do our utmost to clarify all
points raised. I also respectfully request that the members assembled on November 14th will
trust the officers they have empowered to have the best interests at heart for this church that
we all love so dearly.

Frances

Very Respectfully Submitted,
“Pinkie” Weesner CCPG Board Moderator

Grateful
by Lori Robinson
Thanksgiving is soon upon us and if you are lucky like me, you have much to be thankful for. So
it seems a good time to take a moment to acknowledge the effort required to put together our Sunday
services, rain or shine. I am grateful that Pastor Dan, along with our elders and deacons, consistently
attend and serve so that we may expand our minds and pay tribute to our Lord Jesus Christ through
communion and prayer. Thank you to Heidi Toy and the choir and to those who have been setting up
and picking up after us during our outdoor services. Thank you to all who serve.
I would like to also show my gratitude for those who helped with our Benefit Shop Sale on Saturday,
October 23. I know the humble and generous people who worked to make it a fun and successful
community project don’t need my recognition, but they do deserve my thanks. Our neighbors and
guests expressed their gratitude too. Thanks also to those who shopped!
Thank you to: Chris Johnson, Pastor Dan Paul, Keith Brown, Ken Rockefeller, Dawn Wilson, Linda
Nichols, Aleatha Pardi, Linda Henderson, and Sandi Ellis. A special thank you to Jean Saltsman who
continues to work tirelessly to maintain and preserve our little historic church.
P.S. In a brief four hour period on a beautiful sunny day, we brought in about $1,600 for our general
fund.

ADVENT WRITERS RETURNS
Advent Writers, a covenantal group that meets hybrid-ly (In Jones Hall or via Zoom) each Sunday during
Advent with Pastor Dan at 6 PM. Advent Writers begins on Sunday, November 21 and runs through Sunday,
December 19. Each participant agrees to write a few pages each week to share with the group at our
gatherings. It’s fun, it’s spiritual and it’s a great way to learn more about each other. See Pastor Dan for more
details.

Good Old Days
May 7, 2022 and May 8, 2022
Mark your calendars because you won't want to miss out in one of our
best fund raisers.
More Information coming soon!!!
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Elders Meeting
6 PM

Blue Theology
Task Force
4:30 PM

17
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Pastor Dan in
North Carolina
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Trustees Meeting
6 PM

7
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Meditation
9:45 AM
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Finance Meeting
6 PM
Administrative
Board Meeting

Worship
11 AM
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Meditation
9:45 AM

16
Board Meeting
6 PM

Worship
11 AM

12:15 Annual Meeting
21
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Thanksgiving Day

Meditation
9:45 AM
Worship
11 AM
Advent Writers 6 PM
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First Sunday in
Advent
Meditation
9:45 AM
Worship
11 AM
Advent Writers 6 PM

29
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This cool donate logo ß is a
hyperlink for those of you
viewing this in the electronic
version. Super exciting and
super easy. Just click it and
you can donate to the church.

Church Administration
Moderator – Frances Weesner
Vice Moderator – Nancy Bingaman
Board Secretary/Clerk –Linda Nichols
Financial Secretary – Keith Brown
Chief Financial Officer – Nanette Murphy
Chair of Trustees - Ken Rockefeller
Chair of Elders – Kimberly Brown
Chair of Deacons – Janet Billets/Jackie Burns

Church Staff
Pastor - Dan Paul
Minister of Music– Heidi Toy
Organist- John Shykun
Choir Director – Pam Brydon
Administrative Assistant- Nanette Murphy
Nursery Attendants- Kathleen Kennedy

