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Sunday Schedule
Worship Service 11:00 AM
Fellowship after Worship

In essentials, unity.
In non-essentials, liberty.
In all things, charity.

Notes from the Lion’s Den
“But ask the animals, and they will teach you, or the birds in the sky, and
they will tell you;
or speak to the earth, and it will teach you, or let the fish in the sea
inform you.
Which of all these does not know that the hand of the LORD has done this?’ --- Job 12: 7-9
Today, I spent more time than usual in reflection. It was an interesting and entertaining time of reflection.
I was remembering sacred moments in worship during 2021 that are blessings in my memory. Such as:
-

Returning to in person worship and even with masks and no singing and a variety of changes in how we do worship,
God presence abided. Mostly in the silence.

-

Moving worship outdoors for eight weeks in the parsonage yard. Serenaded by breezes and birds. Sitting in a sacred
circle – seeing everyone’s face, even though they were masked.

-

Elder Heidi Toy drawing our attention to a hummingbird hovering above the communion table, and, as if quoting from
the Job passage above, extemporaneously said to us, “Look, it is speaking to us”.

-

Hearing a few of you ask me, “Now that we are meeting in the sanctuary again, can we still meet outdoors
occasionally?”

-

Sitting in a sacred circle at the Community of the Great Commission on retreat with twenty of you joyfully affirming
the beauty around us and affirming the youngest ones in our group.

-

Standing in silence at Jewell Park in a circle of neighbors praying for the century-old Elm tree that would soon be
killed.

-

Standing in the darkness on the morning of the Winter Solstice with saints from this congregation mingling in
fellowship with Catholics and Indigenous and others.

So much happened outdoors. Even though my childhood home was only a 15 minute drive to downtown
Pittsburgh, I spent most of my time in the woods and meadows surrounding the house. For me, going to
the city was very exciting, because it was so different from what was normal for me. When I started
working at summer camps, it took a while to realize that most of the campers lived in residential and
urban areas, so the forests were as different for them as cities were for me.
In 1991, I was directing a Boy Scout camp. An endangered species was found on our property – a
freshwater shrimp. A noteworthy biologist, Joel Hedgepeth spent a day at the camp with my staff and
myself explaining to us the importance of preserving species and that seemed to have rekindled a
concern for the wilderness areas for me.
But this last year, where being outside was pretty much the safest place to be and then developing
connections with Creation Justice Ministries and a friendship with Victoria Loorz, author of “Church of
the Wild: How Nature Invites Us Into the Sacred”. Victoria oversees a network of congregations that
intentionally worship outdoors. It was fun to tell her, my folks in Pacific Grove sort of stumbled on
Church of the Wild due to the pandemic.
It shifts my thinking from reflection to momentum and hope for the future.

An exploration team of a few members from our congregation and few members from St. Mary’s by-theSea will be actively planning some way for a “Church of the Wild Blue Yonder” to happen by Lent.
We now have youth groups registered at full capacity who will be visiting us this Spring and Summer for
Blue Theology learning/serving weeks. And we have a group visiting our new Outpost in Newport Beach.
And two groups already registered for our new Outpost in Texas City, TX.
And, I’m sure most of you join me in wonder and awe to see what will happen in respect to what we can
and what we cannot do due to the lingering and shifty pandemic. I pray for the health and safety of each
of you. Moreover, I long for the day when we can be together and see each other’s smiles, and sing with
gusto and laugh around a potluck table in a sacred and carefree manner.
Looking forward to the adventure of 2022.
See you in Church,
Pastor Dan Paul

Welcome Gabrielle Poli
Gabrielle Poli recently graduated from the College of the Atlantic in Bar Harbor, Maine with degrees in
Theology and Ocean Studies. Last Summer, she worked as a Park Chaplain in Big Sur and fell in love with
the Central Coast of California. Gabrielle will be moving to Monterey from Michigan on January 2 and will
begin a job working for Creation Justice Ministries – most of her work assignment is to help with the Blue
Theology Mission Station and especially to work with the Blue Theology Mission Station, Disciples Home
Missions and Creation Justice Ministries in developing Blue Theology Outposts.
Gabrielle also plans to be active in our congregation and will be preaching sometime in February. On her
website Deep Sea Divinity Gabrielle writes “My post-grad goal is to meld together my two great loves:
theology and ocean conservation.” Welcome to the Christian Church of Pacific Grove, Gabrielle. We hope
this will be the place where you discover your goal.

A Message about Stewardship
Now that we are meeting in person again on Sunday mornings, you may have noticed that we no longer
pass the offering plates during the service. There are donation boxes at the exits of the sanctuary that you
can leave a check or cash. But, there are several ways to make your tithes to the church.
1.

Donation Button – you can always contribute to the church online using the donate button on our website or on The
Lighthouse newsletter. (https://form.jotform.com/82247216784159 ) We will soon have a QR code on our weekly
bulletin so you can use your smart phone to make your offering during the service.

2.

Check pay from home – You can mail in checks to the church made out to “Christian Church of Pacific Grove” or
“CCPG” or you can easily set up automatic monthly payments from your checking account. Your bank will cut and mail
the monthly checks at no additional cost.

3.

Tax-smart giving – some of our members have payments to the church made from IRA accounts and from Trust Fund
accounts. Giving from your appreciated securities to the church at this time of a booming market may yield a
substantial tax benefit. Others have the church as a beneficiary in their wills and estates and there are ways to benefit
the church now through them. Contact the Christian Church Foundation
https://www.christianchurchfoundation.org/givingoptions for ideas on how to use your assets to help out the church.
For more information contact our regional representative for the Christian Church Foundation Rev. Monica Greenberg
at mgreenberg@ccf.disciples.org or call her at (206) 650-6204.

4.

Donation box on Sunday mornings. The Deacons have placed donation boxes at the exits of the sanctuary so that you
can drop in a check or cash before or after the Sunday morning worship service.

Also remember, that your weekly or monthly tithe contributions will go to the church operating budget
yet there are members of the church who also regularly contribute over and above their tithes to the
Preservation Fund. If you plan to make a one-time contribution to the church through tax-smart giving,
the Preservation Fund could use the gifts right now. The Preservation Fund is used for the maintenance
and improvements of our house and grounds. Our Trustees have a couple of big projects that they would
like to pursue this year – painting the exterior of the sanctuary (not just for the appearance of the
building but also to protect the 120 year-old wood) and upgrading the windows on the Swann Building to
lessen the moisture seeping into the building and to provide better insulation. These two projects will
cost approximately $80,000. One church member has already written us a check for $8000 (1/10th of the
cost), so it would be wonderful if several more members made contributions to the Preservation Fund.

Your Stewardship Committee

The Moderator’s Message
Dearest Members and Friends of the Christian Church of Pacific Grove,
God is great and God is good! We have successfully completed 2021 and there are so
many things for which I am very grateful.
We have completed a full calendar year plus 9 months of the previous year navigating
the isolation and uncertainty of Covid-19. While we have had financial concerns and
questions, that stemmed from a lack of opportunities to raise funds in many of our
usual ways the past two years (building use, Good Ol’ Days, our annual Rummage
Sale, Blue Theology campers, etc), we continue to operate within our budget, remain
faithful to our payroll commitments, and have met our bills.
We not only continued to worship virtually for much of 2021, but have found safe and
responsible ways to gather for worship in person since August. It has been a joy and a
celebration to worship “in the wild” as well as in our beautiful and historic
sanctuary. Our musicians, elders, deacons, and Pastor have fed our hearts, minds,
and spirits. And the members of the community have complied with health and safety
guidelines and been stalwart attendees!
We have continued to visit, pray for, and support each other virtually and in person all
year through all of our challenges. The elders, deacons, and individual members call,
text, write, send photos, bless shawls, and check in with each other often and
diligently.
The Executive Committee reviewed and renewed Pastor Dan’s Covenant for the new
year. The Stewardship and Finance Committee made recommendations for the 2022
budget. The Nominating Committee created a slate of officers for the coming
year. And the CCPG Administrative Board brought all of the recommendations to the
membership for review, discussion, and a successful approval at our Congregational
Meeting in November.
One of the most exciting developments is the growth of our Blue Theology
Mission! Our own Mission Station is fully booked with participants all six weeks this
summer! Further, thanks to a grant originated by our own denomination’s Creation
Justice Ministries division, several Blue Theology Mission “Outpost” Stations are being
established! This ministry, that CCPG originated to help faithful Christians all over
our country recognize our spiritual responsibility as stewards of God’s great gift of
Mother Ocean, is growing coast to coast! Outposts are now established in Newport
Beach, CA and Texas City, TX and there is interest from potential outposts near
Boston, in the Carolinas, and Oregon. More information will be shared with the
congregation regularly in the coming year.
In conclusion, I would personally like to thank all of the deacons, the trustees, the
elders, our musicians, our staff, and the administrative board for all of their hard work
helping us find ways to open the church, maintain our physical plant, provide child
care, worship, enjoy music, and share communion safely and in compliance with state,

local and federal guidelines. The coordination and collaboration efforts
this year on the part of all deserve special recognition!
God is great and God is good! The Christian Church of Pacific Grove is
alive and well and doing the work of God, spreading the good word. And I
am honored and privileged to serve again this year as the Moderator of
the CCPG Administrative Board.
God bless all of you and all of us in 2022.
Very Respectfully Submitted,
Frances “Pinkie” Weesner
CCPG Administrative Board Moderator

Chalice Benefit Shop is Open for Business!
•
•
•
•

Are you looking for an opportunity..
to raise funds for our church?
to contribute your time and talents?
to get to know your church community better?
to interact with neighbors?

The Chalice Closet Benefit Shop is here for you. We are open 12:00 to 4:00 every
Friday and Saturday starting in December. Jean Saltsman has streamlined volunteer
duties and looks forward to your help.
What’s new?
•
•
•
•

•
•

no cash register to wrangle
no tax amount to figure
volunteers and customers will wear masks as required
What’s expected?
Two people are needed to work together while the shop is in operation. One to
work the cash box, the other to assist with wrapping and bagging as well as
dusting.
(Jean has extra keys to the shop available at your request).
Sign up to volunteer from 11:30 AM to 4:30 PM on a Friday or Saturday. You
may want to choose a recurring slot.

Please check with Kimberly Brown to sign up as she is keeping the volunteer
calendar. Speak to Jean Saltsman or Lori Robinson for further details. We hope
you can help us return to business as usual!

Good Old Days
May 7, 2022 and May 8, 2022
Mark your calendars because you won't want to miss out in one of our
best fund raisers.
More Information coming soon!!!

January 2022
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

Chalice Closet
12-4 PM

Chalice Closet
12-4 PM

14

15

Chalice Closet
12-4 PM

Chalice Closet
12-4 PM

Meditation
9:45 AM
Worship
11 AM
9

10

Meditation
9:45 AM

16

17

Meditation
9:45 AM

Martin Luther
King Junior Day

Worship
11 AM

Pastor in Orange
County

23

24

Meditation
9:45 AM

Worship with
Regional Minister
Toni Bynum
11 AM

18
Pastor in
Orange County

13

25

Pastor in Tulsa,
OK

31

Blue Theology
Task Force 4:40
PM
19

20

21

22

Pastor in
Orange County

Pastor in
Orange County

Chalice Closet
12-4 PM

Chalice Closet
12-4 PM
Deacons Lunch
12 PM

Admin Board
Meeting 6 PM

Worship
11 AM

Meditation
9:45 AM

12

Stewardship &
Finance Meeting
6 PM

Worship
11 AM

30

11

26

27

Pastor in Tulsa,
OK

Pastor in Tulsa,
OK

28

29
Elders Retreat
12 PM
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This cool donate logo ß is a
hyperlink for those of you
viewing this in the electronic
version. Our new QR code can
be scanned with your camera
on your smart phone. Super
exciting and super easy. Just
click or scan and you can
donate to the church.

Church Administration
Moderator – Frances Weesner
Vice Moderator – Sandi Ellis
Board Secretary/Clerk –Linda Nichols
Financial Secretary – Kathleen Kennedy
Chief Financial Officer – Linda Henderson
Chair of Trustees - Ken Rockefeller
Chair of Elders – Kimberly Brown
Chair of Deacons – Jackie Burns

Church Staff
Pastor - Dan Paul
Minister of Music– Heidi Toy
Organist- John Shykun
Choir Director – Pam Brydon
Administrative Assistant- Nanette Murphy
Nursery Attendants- Kathleen Kennedy & Larisa Sutter

