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Notes	from	the	Lion’s	Den	
	

																																						
	Retreating 
 

It was very early in the morning and still dark. Jesus got up and left the house. He went to a place 
where he could be alone. Simon and his friends went to look for Jesus. When they found him, they 

called out “Everyone is looking for you”. 
Jesus replied, “Let’s go somewhere else…” – Mark 1:35-38 

 
Lutheran theologian Carl Skrade once told me, “It seems that in this culture it is socially unproductive 
to sit and think.” He said that, I believe, because he admired Jesus’ propensity to retreat and noticed a 
reluctancy for his colleagues and students to go on a retreat with him. 
 
For generations, Christians have practiced the spiritual discipline of retreating – sometimes alone in 
silence and sometimes in groups. The idea is to have time set apart to be in quiet rest with God. For 
generations, Christians have claimed that when they retreat they experience a spiritual renewal and a 
renewal of a conscious contact with the divine. 
 
Retreat temporarily unplug us from the “noise and the haste” to hopefully find true relaxation allowing 
for an inner change to occur and to renew our heart language that is critical to deepening faith. 
 
What might you expect on a retreat? Trying new things. Going off the grid. A deeper sense of 
community. A digital detox. Healthy food. Enjoying yourself and others. Prayer and reflection. A new 
awareness of Christ. 
 
Your elders and I have begun a conversation about organizing a retreat… a real retreat for our church 
this Fall. We plan to find a retreat center nearby and will be working on the details. I’m hoping that the 
retreat will have a balance of structure and relaxation – time for gentle conversation and time for 
wandering.  
 
If you have any suggestions for what you would like to see in a church retreat, please let us know. We 
will be sharing more information about when and where and what soon. In the meanwhile, please 
prayerfully consider joining us as we set aside time to unwind and reclaim the joy of life together in 
Christ. 
 
See you in Church, 
Pastor Dan 

	
 
 
 
 
 
 



2022 CCPG COVID-19 Safety Protocols 

In response to requests from the congregation and the leadership of the Christian Church of 
Pacific Grove, the 2022 Administrative Board has resolved to develop and publish our safety 
protocols. These protocols will be: 
● Based upon state and local health and safety guidelines
● Revisited on a monthly basis at Administrative Board meetings and adjusted as needed in
response to decreases/increases in reports of cases, hospitalization statistics, and
information on new variants
● Published regularly in the monthly Lighthouse newsletter and posted prominently in public
areas of the church including Jones Fellowship Hall, the Chalice Closet, the church office,
and Blue Theology meeting/gathering spaces
Based on the Administrative Board’s awareness of the following factors:
● Significant increases in reports of new cases and hospitalizations in Southern California
(specifically Los Angeles County)
● A more moderate increase in recent reports of new cases and hospitalizations in Monterey
County
● The May 1st, 2022 decision by the City Council of Pacific Grove to strongly recommend a
return to masking indoors regardless of vaccination status
● The May 16th, 2022 decision by the Pacific Grove Unified School District to return to
masking for all staff and students while indoors
● And the impending attendance of Blue Theology campers in the months of June, July, and
August
The members of the Administrative Board of CCPG respectfully request that all members,
guests, family, and visitors mask while indoors in all areas of the church’s grounds
(including the sanctuary, Jones Hall, and all areas of the Swann Building) regardless of
vaccination status. We also respectfully request that members and visitors:
● Observe social distancing recommendations/requirements established by our state and local
health and safety organizations
● Mask while singing hymns during religious services as long as indoor masking is
recommended
● Remove masks during social and community gatherings to consume food or drinks and
remask when not consuming
Our choir will continue to mask during rehearsals and while providing music for our religious
services until such time as it is considered safe for our most vulnerable members to do otherwise.
These policies and procedures will be published widely and posted prominently in our gathering
spaces.

They will be reviewed and adjusted as needed at our monthly Administrative Board meetings. 



BLUE	THEOLOGY	MISSION	STATION	INSPIRES	

I	am	dancing	on	the	ceiling	in	amazement.		You	never	know	who	we	are	going	to	meet	that	will	change	
our	lives	or	others.……perhaps	it	is	plain	ordinary	you	that	is	that	person.	

The	following	is	an	unpaid	advertisement	for	a	book	which	is	very	personal	to	me	and	to	all	of	us	at	
Christian	Church	of	Pacific	Grove.			Please	read	to	the	end	to	find	out	why.	

I	would	like	to	encourage	all	to	read,	In	Deep	Waters:	Spiritual	Care	for	Young	People	in	a	Climate	Crisis,	
available	on	Amazon.		It	is	written	by	Talitha	Amadea	Aho,	a	minister	from	the	Montclair	Presbyterian	
Church	in	Oakland,		CA.		In	2019	she	brought	a	youth	group	through	our	Blue	Theology	Mission	Station	
program.		The	book	is	of	Aho’s	life	experiences	as	a	minister,	a	hospital	chaplain,	and	her	concern	for	the	
well	being	of	her	beloved	congregation	as	they	battle	a	planet	that	is	in	environmental	crisis	and	often	on	
fire.			

Throughout	the	book	she	references	our	Blue	Theology	Mission	Station	program,	our	minister,	Pastor	
Dan	Paul	and	the	myriad	of	people	volunteering	for	this	ministry.			Aho	writes	a	three	(3)	page	detailed	
description	of	her	meeting	Pastor	Dan	in	person	for	the	first	time	with	his	love	language	of	serving	
lattes.		She	had	not	met	him	until	the	day	of	their	arrival.			The	group	was	deeply	moved	by	his	serving	
them	something	extraordinary	in	a	church.		She	refers	back	to	this	a	couple	of	more	times.		Cynthia	and	
her	pancakes	are	named.	Wait	there	is	so	much	more.	

As	I	was	reading	the	book,	much	to	my	amazement,	all	of	Chapter	13,	If	You	Don’t	Pickup,	Who	Will,	is	
about	the	work	that	I	am	personally	involved	with	for	Blue	Theology.		She	writes	of	my	meeting	the	group	
on	their	first	day	to	sharing	her	experiences	she	had	with	me	as	we	conducted	beach	cleanups,	the	
making	of	fabric	banners	for	their	church,	and	our	participating	in	the	Citizen	Science	project	of	counting,	
measuring	and	determining	the	sex	of	sand	crabs	(LiMPETS).		The	icing	on	the	cake	is	the	last	paragraph	
of	the	chapter	which	reads,	“Providing	ecologically	informed	spiritual	care	for	people	to	address	this	
second	spiritual	need,	is	now,	for	me,	a	matter	of	asking	the	question	WWKD	(What	would	Kimberly	
do?)		It’s	not	about	shaming	or	“should-ing”.		We	can	help	others	by	sharing	our	commitment	and	helping	
people	come	alongside	us.		Reminding	them	they	could	keep	gloves	in	their	backpack.		Staying	focused,	
staying	strong.		And	over	and	over	again	affirming	what	we	see	in	them,	saying	yes	to	their	learnings,	
their	commitments,	their	newfound	stamina.”	

As	I	write	this	book	review,	I	have	not	yet	finished	reading	it;	however,	fast	forwarding	towards	the	end	
of	the	book,	p	255	Aho	writes,		“…Next	winter	the	banners	we	made	will	arrive,	stitched	and	finished	by	
Kimberly.		We	will	hang	them	in	our	sanctuary	and	remember	what	was	most	important.”	Page	258	is	the	
final	words	of	our	Mission	Station	and	also	one	paragraph	away	from	the	book’s	ending….“Thank	you	to	
the	Christian	Church	(Disciples	of	Christ)	in	Pacific	Grove,	who	offer	Blue	Theology	to	the	world.		You	are	
an	inspiration	and	a	beacon	of	hope.”	

In	the	name	of	our	beloved,	Jesus	the	Christ’s	name	I	pray,	may	our	summer	2022	Blue	Theology	
programs	be	as	dynamic	as	Aho	has	written.			AMEN!!!!			

Stay	safe	and	enjoy	the	gifts	life	has	to	offer.	

With	Love	to	all	of	you,	

Kimberly	Brown	
	Blue	Theology	Task	Force	Member	



These	are	the	banners	Aho	mentions.	
Top:		Titled,	"Ocean	is	a	Call	To	Worship	

Bottom:	Titled,	"Lil	Ocean	Slice"	



NOTE OF THANKS

Dear Church,

I thank you for your wonderful, warm welcome upon my return to the Peninsula. My heart feels 
very full.

You have listened to me, given advice, read to me, prayed with/for me, traveled with me and 
laughed with me. We phoned, texted, emailed and Facebooked together. With you, I have been 
shopping, swimming, walking, dancing, and hiking. I’ve had meals out, meals in your home(s) 
and in the church. You’ve served me and I’ve served you.

This has been very meaningful to me as I transition to a “new” life here. God bless you all. I’m 
so happy and blessed to have returned.

Ellen Jahn



           July 
Worship Leaders: 

July 3 Keith Brown 
July 10 Nancy Bingaman 

July 17 Alex Pardi 
July 24 Ellen Jahn 

July 31 Chris Johnson 

Serving Elders: 
July 3 Lori Robinson &  

July 10 Ed Kilgore & Tom Hoy 
July 17 Kimberly Brown &  

July 24 Lori Robinson & Nancy Bingaman 
July 31  Ed Kilgore & Nancy Bingaman 

Deacon of the Week: 
July 3 Jackie Burns & Lenora Kennada 
July 10 Mike Dremel & Ken Rockefeller 

July 17 Sandi Ellis & Katrin Shamshiri 
July 24  Jackie Burns & Lenora Kennada 

July 31  Mike Dremel & Sandi Ellis 



Chalice Closet Benefit Shop Update 
by Lori Robinson 

 What’s new with the Chalice Closet? Well, I am happy to 
share with you that our benefit shop is continuing to carry 
out its mission of funding our church and serving the wider 
community. Our customers are happy we are back in 
business and appreciate our good will and conversation. 

 The Chalice Closet came to be out of a congregational 
survey of fundraising recommendations. At the time, Jean 
Saltsman had been conducting a successful Rummage Sale 

each autumn. It made sense to transform the space in the Swann Building into a benefit 
shop that would generate even more income from the overflow of donations Jean so 
carefully turned into sellable items. In the year 2014 the Chalice Closet Benefit Shop was 
created. Jean Saltsman, Linda Henderson and Pam & Steve Brydon put in many hours at 
the shop, as did Ken Rockefeller. Other volunteers have moved away or are not able to 
assist at this time. The former office is now bright and welcoming. Jean’s continual 
maintenance continues to elicit many compliments for its orderly and attractive displays.  
     We now have a roster of volunteers that includes: Kimberly Brown, Lori Robinson, 
Kathleen Kennedy, Paige McBride, Liz Bardos, Sandi Ellis, Ellen Jahn, Linda Nichols, 
Ed Kilgore and Dawn Wilson. Jean Saltsman continues to receive and clean donations 
that come to her home until she is able to return to the shop. Items are picked up once a 
week as needed from her garage, and Kimberly and Lori keep in touch with her about the 
shop's progress. We also receive donations from the public directly at the shop.  
      The shop schedule, Fridays and Saturdays from noon to four o’clock,  is now posted 
on Craigslist whenever we have two volunteers. Two people are required to provide a 
safe workplace and to keep an eye on the cashbox while helping our customers. The 
additional free advertising has meant monthly income totalling over $1,000 when we are 
able to be open every weekend. Formerly, a good month would earn about $400. This is 
good news for our church and for our community! We continue to make improvements 
which enable us to display even more items. We hope you can appreciate our need for 
volunteers to keep this source of income rolling in. Volunteers do not need to be 
members of our church, so please let your friends know of this service opportunity. We 
ask customers to wear masks and provide them as needed. Thank you for your donations 
as well. Please keep us in mind when you shop, as a source of gently recycled quality 
merchandise.  



 
 
 

 
 
 

2- Elias Johnson 
4- Nikola Sala 

5- Elaine Harris 
23- Jim Powell 

24- Gail Landreth 
25- Lori Trumbo 

27- Deborah Streeter 
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Worship	11	AM		
	       

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

	
	

	 	 	
	

	 1	
Chalice	Closet	
Noon	–	4:00	PM	
	
Blue	Theology	
Group	from	First	
Christian	Church	
Shelbyville,	IN	

2	
Chalice	Closet	
Noon	–	4:00	PM	
	
Blue	Theology	
Group	from	First	
Christian	Church	
Shelbyville,	IN	

3				
	
	Worship	11	AM		
	
Blue	Theology	
Group	from	First	
Christian	Church	
Shelbyville,	IN	
	
	

4	
	
Independence	
Day	
	
Blue	Theology	
Group	from	First	
Christian	Church	
Shelbyville,	IN	

5	
	
Blue	Theology	
Group	from	
First	Christian	
Church	
Shelbyville,	IN	

6	
Choir	Rehearsal	
7:00	PM	
	
Blue	Theology	
Group	from	
First	Christian	
Church	
Shelbyville,	IN	

7	
Trustees	
Meeting		
6:00	PM	
	
Blue	Theology	
Group	from	
First	Christian	
Church	
Shelbyville,	IN	

8	
Chalice	Closet	
Noon	–	4:00	PM	
	
Blue	Theology	
Group	from	
Central	
Christian	Church	
Lexington,	KY	
	
	

9	
Chalice	Closet	
Noon	–	4:00	PM	
	
Blue	Theology	
Group	from	
Central	
Christian	Church	
Lexington,	KY	
	

10	
	
Worship	11	AM		
	
Blue	Theology	
Group	from	Central	
Christian	Church	
Lexington,	KY	
	
	
	
	

11	
	
Blue	Theology	
Group	from	
Central	Christian	
Church	Lexington,	
KY	
	

12	
Stewardship	&	
Finance	Meeting	
6:00	PM	
Executive	Board	
Meeting	6:30	PM	
Blue	Theology	
Group	from	
Central	Christian	
Church	Lexington,	
KY	

13	
Choir	Rehearsal	
7:00	PM	
	
Blue	Theology	
Group	from	
Central	
Christian	
Church	
Lexington,	KY	
	
	

14	
Elders	Meeting	
6:00	PM	
	
Blue	Theology	
Group	from	
Central	
Christian	
Church	
Lexington,	KY	
	

15	
Chalice	Closet	
Noon	–	4:00	PM	
	
Blue	Theology	
Group	from	
Central	
Christian	Church	
Lexington,	KY	
	
	
	
	

16	
	
Chalice	Closet	
Noon	–	4:00	PM	
	
	

17	
	
Worship	11	AM		
Blue	Theology	
Group	from	First	
Christian	Church	
Plano,	TX	&	Pilgrim	
United	Church	of	
Christ,	Carlsbad,	CA	
	
	
	

18	
	
Blue	Theology	
Group	from	First	
Christian	Church	
Plano,	TX	&	
Pilgrim	United	
Church	of	Christ,	
Carlsbad,	CA	
	

19	
Administrative	
Board	Meeting	
6:00	PM	
Blue	Theology	
Group	from	First	
Christian	Church	
Plano,	TX	&	
Pilgrim	United	
Church	of	Christ,	
Carlsbad,	CA	

20	
Choir	Rehearsal	
7:00	PM	
Blue	Theology	
Group	from	
First	Christian	
Church	Plano,	
TX	&	Pilgrim	
United	Church	
of	Christ,	
Carlsbad,	CA	
	

21	
	
Blue	Theology	
Group	from	
First	Christian	
Church	Plano,	
TX	&	Pilgrim	
United	Church	
of	Christ,	
Carlsbad,	CA	
	

22	
Chalice	Closet	
Noon	–	4:00	PM	
Blue	Theology	
Group	from	First	
Christian	Church	
Plano,	TX	&	
Pilgrim	United	
Church	of	Christ,	
Carlsbad,	CA	
	
			
	

23	
Chalice	Closet	
Noon	–	4:00	PM	
Blue	Theology	
Group	from	First	
Christian	Church	
Plano,	TX	&	
Pilgrim	United	
Church	of	Christ,	
Carlsbad,	CA	
	
	

24	
Worship	11	AM		
Blue	Theology	
Group	from	First	
Christian	Church	
Salem,	OR	
	
	
	
	

25	
Blue	Theology	
Group	from	First	
Christian	Church	
Salem,	OR	
	

26	
Blue	Theology	
Group	from	
First	Christian	
Church	Salem,	
OR	
	

27	
Choir	Rehearsal	
7:00	PM	
Blue	Theology	
Group	from	
First	Christian	
Church	Salem,	
OR	
	

28	
Blue	Theology	
Group	from	
First	Christian	
Church	Salem,	
OR	
	

29	
Chalice	Closet	
Noon	–	4:00	PM	
Blue	Theology	
Group	from	First	
Christian	Church	
Salem,	OR	
	
	

30	
Chalice	Closet	
Noon	–	4:00	PM	
Blue	Theology	
Group	from	First	
Christian	Church	
Salem,	OR	
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Church Administration 
Moderator – Sandi Ellis 

Vice Moderator –  
Board Secretary/Clerk – Dawn Wilson 

Financial Secretary – Kathleen Kennedy 
Chief Financial Officer – Linda Henderson 

Chair of Trustees - Ken Rockefeller 
Chair of Elders – Kimberly Brown 
Chair of Deacons – Jackie Burns 

 
Church Staff 
Pastor - Dan Paul 

Minister of Music– Heidi Toy 
Organist- John Shykun 

Choir Director – Pam Brydon 
Administrative Assistant- Nanette Murphy 

Nursery Attendants- Kathleen Kennedy & Larisa Sutter 
 
 

This cool donate logo ß is a 
hyperlink for those of you 
viewing this in the electronic 
version.  Our new QR code can 
be scanned with your camera 
on your smart phone. Super 
exciting and super easy. Just 
click or scan and  you can 
donate to the church. 

 

https://form.jotform.com/82247216784159

